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NI AEGIS ASE GY 
' To the Lady T emeEsT. 


Madam, | 
T is my Duty to give you 
an account of ſpending 
my FHoures, whoſe wertu- 
ous direftions bath ſtill enjoy- 
med me the imployment of them 
 n the beſt things © and there 
| can be noendevour comparable 
| to the Inqueſt after 1 ruth. 
| Happy are Mens early imbra- 
ces of that moſt worthy miſtres 
| of Mans foule ; wheu the Sew 


Fe of 


of Fa Sik: riſes free | f 
from thoſe Clouds and {Miſts, |; 
wbich otherwayes by long af | | 
cending, time, and endevour, |1 
they would be but bardly able || 
to ell I muſt ahnnvledge | 
my weakeneſſes, and errors, | 
knowing it us the Vittory of |: 
Chriſtunity, to conquer the | 
Pride of a Mans owne un- | 
derftanding, and whoſe vigor | 
is (bewed in our loweſs fſub- | 
miſſions. T be V/orld is like | 
that Nymph, which ſtill de- 
royed theſe, to whom ſte moſt 
ſeerned farre ; And Men in 
the 


bn OE I. 
8 


e [the ws he of bBs, higbd up 


> [0 themſelves a ſor: of Opinions 
\and P aſſions, and make them 
the faithleſſe guides of their 
loes, of which though they 
' bighly efteeme, yet ace they but 
| dwell under thoſe barren Hills 
” [which are never without 
' Clouds and Showres diſcending 

' thence: And who would for 
the love of that, which in 4 

| moment periſhes, refuſe to pro- 
| feſe that, which w14ll beſtow 

| on him Eternity ; and in acon- 
fuſoon of all humane things will 
ender him a felicity ſolid and 


aurible ? 


5 
_ 


*"V WW 


bd 


durable e T1 ſhall ſhew you | 
what Port my T boughts bave | 


. 


| | 
arrived at, to eſcape the ſtormes | 


| of Error, and from thence to | 
f deſpiſe the ſeverall Winds of \ 
f Dottrme with which Men 
| are much toſt, but never Saile ; | 
and through the diverſity of | 
Opinions, Falſe of them Pray | 
for thoſe Winds, whereby the | 
reſt are Drowned. T be name | 
of: Rome, but once Named, | 
ſome Mens minds become ſur- | 
charged with the apprehenſzous | 
of Superſtition, Conſfaracy ; | 


= OY EE us i 
and what evVilis threns not in- | 
10 ; 


| 


=& 
by 


q zo their conquerd Imaginati- 
e | 077 ? whereas they being got 
| out of the Magicke Circle of 
"| parties, (where their minds are 
f Conured with the Devill of 
FF afion) they finde that to be. 
>| the place, which did commend 

I 10 the whole VVorld, T he Faith 
/ | of the Romans. And where 

| Chriſtian P rofe ſpon bath with 

| Inſt nite Juſfe erings 41nd perfe- 

| cutions triumpbed over the 

| Armed Power of its Ad- 

| verſaries, and foure hundred 


| Hereſres that have ſprung up 


| ior Luther ; ſuch high diſ- 
pleaſures 


the Eye of Reaſon, would 


the well-. 
| percer Ve mgra Ven 
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ftian Profeſfion,and the Sacred 


pleaſures len have entertai- 


thoſe Names which 
= oe wn 0 with 


_ Lines of Truth ; they | 
oing on one ſide, booking 
7 the Eye 7 P of ws, 

e ſame Figures 
"rec t fone of the E ye, | 
to beere 1 unbanaſome 44 
rtzon. We zntertaine Chri- | 


ds 
d of God (the Retor 
-" i) 6 vered over 10 15 


gpon a Di _ znfallable Fs 


i-| mony, which 1s that of the holy 

Catholique Church, to which 
be hath promiſed his holy ſpi- 
d| rit tothe Worlds end; Where- 
-| fore if Men would inlarge 
| tberr thoughts, and take a free 
| and open view of all the parts 
, | of tbe Fabricke of Chriftia- 
| nity, and ſhall conſider of that 
| power which be hath left to 
| bis Church, of bis injunttions 
| 0 beare his Church, of bs 


| promiſes 10 aſſiſt bis Church ; © 


The Gates of Hell ſhall nor 
prevaile againſt it ; to re- 
maine as a Light upon a 


a "Hill > +, 


Hill : How great comfort muſ# 
#t needs rayſe in the H _—_— 
Chriſtians, zo finde this made 
900d, in a conſtant un-mterrup- | 
ted ſucceſſion of Biſhops from | 
Saint Peter ? Let Goh be | 
true, and every man a lyar. 
The Church of Rome 0o- | 
cally, is but a particular | 
Church ; but let them not offer 
affront to the Divine good- 
neſſe, through abuſe of Vit, or 
Logical trifle (of a Unrverſall 
particular) for the Church 
of R ome hath ever defended 
the Catholique cauſe ; and 
| antiquity: 


- LO oY_UITUx_z x CT . 


WY; 


uf? | antiquity hath aſcribed unto 

t a more powerfull principa- 
' ity, calling Her, "The Mo-- 
| ther of Churches : though 
' the Holy Catholique church 


| 35 ever the ſame ; lthe the 


Ocean, which as it beats 


| upon {everall Countrics 
| with its VV aves, begetrs ſe- 
verall Names ; being now ,/ | 


called the French Sea, then 


the Spaniſh. T hoſe Madam 
who are poſſeſt with prejudice 
againſt the Sea of Rome, 
have all different wayes of 


maintaining their oppoſe Tron 
F. - nett her 


-y 


#f - 
f © 
- 
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\. 


neither will they apree to the | 
judgement of any one T ribu- 
nall ; the ſame Arguments 
have not the ſame effects with 
1ts different enemies ; but like 
Vards in a Key, they are 
to be fitted to the diverſrty of 
parties, and capacities, t0 un- 
locke their judgements, faſt 
bound with error : It being 
irncly ſaid, That not the 
perfeion of Reaſon, bur | 
the proportion doth pre- 
vaile. Some retain ſtill ſome- 
thing. in, te bottome of the 
Lox, and will not let it ſee 
the 


- 


z fly away; accounting it the 
fureſt tenure of Truth, to 
Nick with obſtinacy in the 
quickſands -of -error, and 
| eſteeme it their beſt title to 
| It, torefule to diſpute it. A- 
nother Meaſures T ruth by the 
| Ftemper of indifferency, and 
| eſteemes it ro be the lateſt 
way to be freed from Error, 

to be willing to capitulate. 
A third frames bis own prin- 
ciples, and by Reaſons and 
i Þdeduftions dranme thence, 
anakes all their Diſcourſe agree 


a 3 well 


| the Light by conference; xi 


well _ with it ſelfe ; As 
Aſtronomers, ſome ot them 
making the Earth to move : 
ſome Jer Heavens ; and by 
both Doarines, according 
to their principles layd 
downe, make up their Phai- 
nomena, and appearances ; 
but tell im of Antiqutty, 
Fathers, and the Councels, 
they will anſwer you with that 
Merchant, that hung out for 
his Slgne;, Bocks tet on fire ; 
j that *: an 0 y red to have 
| pen T; ruſtect. *1T0 have come 
in bis : Ra" ; FH e anſwered 
them, 


. | them, That they were bnr- 
ned : ſo if you would pet 
any beleife from them, from 
Libraries and Bookes, their 
ZLeale hath already Burnt 
| tham. Another ſort are wit- 
zily placed, berwixt a Puritan 
and a Prieſt ; If the Prieſt 
urge Councels and Fathers, 
they turne to rhe Puritan, 
and ſteale the Bible out of 
his' pocker, to confute him 
with: And it the Puritan 
urge the Bible, then he turns 
to the Prieſt, and borrowes 
of him the Decrees and 

a 4 coun- 


Councels, to defend him- 
ſelfe with. Children, ſaith 
Ariſtotle, call every one 

_ Mother ; but comming to 
theuſe of Reaſon, they then 
acknowledge onely their 
true Mother. T hs doe Men 
beare their ſpirituall Allegi- 
ance, dreſt up im ſeverall 
garbes and fotmes, and apply 
zo themſelves the benefits of 
that ſtupendows {Viiſtery of our 
Redemption, by the ſeveral 
Conduits and Channels of their 
owne Fancies : but God is 
both the VW ay, the Meanes, 


and 


and the End ; He bath 
made compleat the defrgnati- 


| ons of bis Grace, and Men 


will be found to be more in 
love with the Meanes, then 
tbe E'nd, and to empty all 
their Leales and Devotions 
into ſome new Mode in Relt- 
gion, or particular Opimon, 
whereby they are differenced 
from others : T hey hold ſuch a 
courſe, that doe make them 
ſeem to be deſirous to take our 
Saviour by the Hand, over 
the backe of bis Church ; 
vhereas he hath ſaid of his 

E mbaſſa- 


Embaſſadors, which were to 
continue to the Worlds End; | 
Who heares not you, heares 
not me, but Madan, its 
more agreeable to you, and 
more contentfull, to caſt the 
Lines of ones T honghts znto 
tbe ſmooth and pleaſant waters 
of Devotion, which waſh the 
beautifull Walls of Sion, ra- 
ther then into the boyſterous 
Sea of Controverſre, for whttb 
my Barke 3s too little ; and I 
ever returning thence Sea- 
ſocke : but onely inglted Ma- 
dam to oive your ſelfe, and 


ſome 


'S 
f 


ſome other of my worthy 
Friends ſatisfaftion : In the 
performance of which, I ſhall 
litle value the Cenſure of thoſe 
who ſuffer themſelves to be - 
carried away with that eaſre 

fault of Pault-findang ; And 
doe beſeech your Ladyſhip to 

grve me your Bleſſing : \ 


3:4 QUT Ladyſhips moſt 
7 humble, and moſt. 


obedient Son, 


> © - 
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Ee Tineenre, 
CAP. I. 


Onfideration of Religion, 5 
— under the Notion of Re- | 
formations. | 
Whercin is diſcourſt, of ſe- 
verall of their Tempers and 
Opinions, and perticularly of 
_-the Church of Exgland. 


CAP. II. 


24. 29. An Anſwer to the particu- 

Fam lars of that grand ObjeCtion, 
repcatcd in the Words of Do- 
Qor Bramhal. 

If you ſecke to obtrude upox 
ws the Roman Church, with its 
Adherents, for the Catholique 
Church, excluding three parts of 


foure 


" The Contents. 
foure of ohe Chriftian World, 
from the Communion of Chriſt ; 
Or, the Opinions thereof for Av- 
* Bicles, and Fundamentals of Ca- 
eholique Faith : neither our Rea- 
| ſon, ner our Religion, nor our 
Charity will ſuffer wa to lifter 
fo you. 

1. Whercin is related the 
Opinion of Antiquity : Of the 
neceſſity of keeping communt- 
on with the Church of Rome. 

2. How Proteftants agree, 
and how they exclude one ano- 
ther. 

3- The Catholique Church 
excludes none, but whom their 
owne crrors exclude. 

. Of the uſe of Reaſon, 
in the Election of Religion. 
CAP. 


The Contents, © 


CAP. III. 


A View of ſome of che 
chicfe Dofrines, pretended to 
be the cauſe of their depar- 
cure. 

| x. Trenſubſtantiatios. 

: 2. Praying ts Saints. 

g. Uſe of Images. 

4. Praying for vhe Dead, and 
Purgatory. 

5. Confeſſion and Satisfafiion. 

6. Of Fre-will. 


CLP. IV. 
The falling away from the 
Church (under the Notion of 
Reformation) the cauſe: of 
| troubles of State : and from 
| the ſame grounds they build | 
their | 


Tem: ne. a ne on — \ & : ng, 
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"The Contents, 
their opinions on, ariſes the 
grounds of the diſturbance of 
Governments. 

1. Wherein 3s acclared the ill 
and wunfortunatre ends of thoſe, 
who tn ſcyerall Ages and King- 
domes, oppoſed the juriſdifiion of 
the Sea of Rome. 

2. True Keligion, no Enemy 
80 Governments. 


— 
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CAHF.- IV: 

An Invitation of Wits to 
the Study of Arts,and to leave 
oppoſing. the Church ; (wheres 
i,) "= 

1. Of the excellency of the 
| Fruits of PFety. 
| 2. That they proceed onely 
| from true Religiey. 


CAP. TI. 


—__ ht 4 


MR ge 


MS HIATED ATHIAT ov 
BY. 25. 3 IF. 
de. TA | - 
Conſideration of Religion, 
under the Notion of 
Reformations. 


He eſtceme and value men 
put on the finding of what 
is Truth, makes all men ſo 

plauſibly vent their perticular 
Opinions, under the Notion of 
Reformation; ſ@ that by the gate 
and entrance of that word, 
mens underſtandings are del1- 
vered into an inextricable la- 
byrinth of errer ; and no ſooner 
men withdfaw their wary ſteps 

B from 


from one Jeluding path, bur 
rhey are mntenftbly conveyed 


ento another, and; doc but {till 


by the varicty of falſhoods, 
rend to. the Center of thoſe 
Mzxanders : nor is there any 
way to get out of thoſe toyles, 
till [a a neglect of all thoſe ar- 
rificial fences, that each party 
incloſe their opinions with,. de- 
(piting the Laws of- their ma- 
zES ; men redeeme themſelves 
mro the liberty of a diſ-iate« 
reſted judgement, which net- 
ther the name of Calvin,or any 
perticulay opinion, or national} 
. alterations hath ſhut up with 
prejudice, There are ſufficient 
Alarums to hearken to that 
precept, of trying a __ 
an 


a , " 1%. ip It £2: D, 499 
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and as it 1s faid by one of the 
Fathers, the Church ſhall neves 
be free from two ſorts of per= 
ſecution ; outward affliction, to 
try mens affeCions to God: and 
errors in faith, to try their righe 
knowing him : but I perceived 
men ſubject and tide to any 
party, or to men of perticular 
opinions, riſe to no further ac- 
knowledgements, then of ſuch 
Tenents and Articles, which 
thoſe men are Patrons of, who 
cry up the Champions of them, 
and are wholly frozen in chart 
ty towards thoſe, who ufing the 
freedom of thetr reaſons, make 
a retreat from their precipicess 
Grotins, the glory of bis Coun« 
try, and Learning, eminent 

| B 2 — through 


Chions of Doctor YVaine,and Do- 


7 Leu 4 


4 

through a univerſal knowledge, 
and who drew his experience of 
the ſtate of Chriſtendom,at the 
Fountain head of great affairs, 
imployed all his Junior ende- 


vours for reconciling Prote- 
Nantes, and bringing them wn- 


der one band of government ; 
yer in the Jater deliverics of has 
judgement, acknowledges that 
an unpollibiluy, and that there 
wa? a 1:cceflity to return to Ca- 
thol1que obedience, or to com- 
munion with the Church of 
Rome, as a Rock apainſt which 
hitherto, all Hereſics had beat 
themſelves mto froath. He 
made me with more cquall eye 
look upon the ingenuous retra- 


Ctor 


(97 
Ctor Creſſey, againft whom not- 
withſtanding I had an edge tor 
deferting that, which as | 
thought, ſhould have centred 
all judgements and deyotions 3 
bur afrcr finding them ferch 
from deep ſcarch of antiquity, 
their reſolutions of returning 
to thar Church(from which the 
zl] accidents and obliquity of 
lare times had mifled men )with 
reluctancy I found their teſti- 
monies true, and my moſt. we- 
belling underſtanding, theirrea- 
ſons moſt ;mperiouſly brought 
to capitulate 3 finding, that 
though men profefle to become 
ready captives of Truth, 
they are unwilling to chink = 
that they arc in its fetters all- 
B 3 ready 3 


"RP 
ready; wherefore I obtained of ' 
my ſclte, to diſcharge all pre- {! 
ingaped afteCtions, all byas of | 
Faction, and intereſt ; reſolving 
to pay that Homage to my Cre- 
ator, which I ſhould finde he #'' 
required of me ; knowing, that ! 
when he commands a Sacrifice, || 
nature mutt ſleep, afteCtions be 
filent. I found this likewiſe a 
great deale more plauſible ta 
my felfe, than eafte with faith- 
fulneſte to put in practice. I 
perceived that a conſtant and 
fteddy Judgement was required 
to. enter upon the quarrellinge 
of Polemick Di{courſes, where 
were uſed ſo much {ubtilty in 
arguing, partiall procecding, 
angentous diverſion (where wits 
Were 


ET 
were imployd for conqueſt, ay- 


ded -.with the advantages of 


Languape and Scicnee j not for 
to be rewarded with the tri- 
umph of Trath, but to beare 
the Lawrell;tor having conque- 
red men wich words, though 
not {atisficed them wink reaton. 
Wherctore I cenſidercd the dift- 
ference, between what may be 
laid;& what ſhould be thought: 


and therefore to diicharge that 


duty which aman owes his own 


reaſon, for the utmoſt exami- 
nation and ſcrutiny of Truth, 
I conſider d rhe Foundatiens 
and Authorities upon which (e- 


_ verall parties at the ſame time 


pay challenge mens deyotions, 
. The Presbyterians, who ac- 
B 4 KnOW- 


_ \ 
knowledging, and ingenioufly 


profc fling to be more convinced 


by, then tyde to the Fathers, or 


Antiquity ; equal} their owne 
Interpretations and Preachings 
to the dignity and verity of the 
Text, extolling and crying up 
their imagtnary diſcipline ; to 
the meanes of ſetting up of 
which, they ſacrifece all Morall, 
Civill, Ecclefiaſticall obligati-. 
ons, counting it want of Zcale 
mn Gods fervice, to be true in 
any relation, when for the pro- 
mortion.of the'Covenant, it- is 
expedient to be failing in them; 
this is their invention, to which 
they alcribe an Apotheofrs ; they 
drefſe 1t up, and adorne it with 
Scripture Phraſc, making the 
CWO 


(9) 

two Attributes of Gods, Mercy 
and Juſtice, (all the threats and 
promites of cither)but todamn 
and crown mens torwardneſle or 
ſlowneſſe in this caule,intitling 
ro Divinity this their deluſion ; 
with ſuch heats doe they im-_ 
brace, what was neyer heard of 
in Gods Church this fourteene 
hundred yeares; and this doe 
they extoll to be the height of 
Reformation. 2. All othes 
ſe&s and forts that diſcent-from 
them, who will not be {ſubject 
to this ſpirituall bondage, have 
their bucklers of detence our 
of Scripture too (the mea{ure 
and judge whereof 1s their own 
interpretation) they alledge, 


That when two or three are ga- 
thered 


( 10 ) 
Fhered together, God 1% in the 
avidſt of thews + whereas the Fa- 
thers ſay in their Expoſici 
That when two or three of ps 
Church are gathered together for 
devotion ſake, God win the midfi 
of them ; not that the gathering 
of two or three together doth 
make a Church ; thus m the Son 
of Gods Word, doth ſwarmes 
of gnats and flyes play, not ca- 
pablc of being governed: And 
though both theſe Reformati- 
ons be contrary to each other, 
yet both oppole a fhicd Refor- 
mation, eſtabliſhed by Parlia« 
mentary Laws, which retained 
aſolemnity of Forme and Ce- 
remony, and from its firſt angry 
leaving enely, to acknowledge 
the 


; 


s 


Rome, to be that which forced 
{ their departure : the molt inge- 
| nous and ingenuous, owned 
! this Modell, whoſe parts I high- 
J ly eftcem, whole perſons I ho- 
| nour, having had cftabliſhment 


( 8. ) 

the Authority of the Roman 
Biſhop, fell by degrees to leave 
off one thing after another. And 
as it ſerved them, to be able to 
bandy againſt the Church of 
Rome, complide with thoſe 
other reformiſts (as they call 
themſelves) who. in no other 
thing agreed with them, but in 
diſagreeing frem it. Its OWne 
proper temper {tood not upon 
termes 1rreconcilable, but pre. 
tended the cauſe of new Do- 
rines receryed in the Church of 


ot 
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( r2) 
of civill authority, decency of 
Ceremony, and Forme of Li- 
curgy. I endevoured to obſerve 
in the Writings of the chicfe 
upholſders of it, their freer and 
lefle compeld judgement CON-- 
cerning the Church of Rome, 
ſuch as fell from them in the 
intervals of their calentures, & | 
heats of contradiction. I found 


the Biſhop of Canterbury againſt 


M.Fiſper acknowledging, that if 
they were another Church from 
the Church of Rome, he would 
ſoon return to it. Hooker denies 
to damne them, who have been 
the authors of their falyation. 
Others part ſtakes berwixt 
Truth and FaGion, ſaying, The | 
Church of Rome hath the wrath | 
in 


in it, as Silver lying hid among 
Rubbage, I have heard a Learned 
Biſhop yet living, confeſle, 4 
the difference was onely in words 
ard termes. Thus doe they date 
their Religion a new,from ſome 
accidenta]l thing, bringing in 
new Epochacs and accounts 
from changes and alterations, 
(which they rerme Reformati- 
tion) whereas the firme princl- 
ple of the Chureh, was ever a 
pleading an uninterrupted ſuc- 
_ cefſivn, of Paſtors and Doctrine 
from the Apoſtles time to this: 
Saint Ei ian {aying in his Ept- 
ſtles,He hath not Eccleſjafticall 
Ordination, who keeps nor Ec- 
clefiaſtical union;but they have 


cat this Secpter (which whilſt 
whole 


4; 29, 
againſt 
Mel ata) r, 


whole, every one did bow to} 
into contemptible little coyae, 
which are f{everall parties, bear- 
ring different impreſſions, which 
are onely currant with thoſe, 
whole perticular marke and 
character 1s {et upon it. 
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CAP. It 


'A View of the whols Queſtion 
betwixt the Church of Rome, 

and the Epiſcopall party, by an- 
ſwering the perticulars of thes 
grand Objection, which I repeate 
in the words of DoGor Bram- 


hal. t 
If 07k ſacke to obtrude #Þ07 


5 the Roman Church, with its 
arherents, for the Catholique 
Church 


Church, excluding three party of 
foure of the Chriſtian World, 
from the communion of Chrift : _ 


O R, 


The Opinions thereof for Arti- 
kles and Fundamentals of Catho- 
lique Faith ; neither our Reaſon, 
nor our Religion, nor our Charity, 
will (after xs x0 liſten to you. 


Thus doe they Patronize their 
oppolition. to the Church of 
Rome, under the challenged 
proteCtion of Religion, Reaſon, 
and Charity ; and with as grear 
applauſe as the naming of theſe 
things can afford,they celebrate 
the triumph of error. They be 
few words, I contefle ; but ſuch 
as 


as governand conſtitute all the 
aCtings and reaſonings of man, 
by their light, and” influence. 
But to Write over the Doore 
where the Plague 1s, all the 
Medicinable names in Phyſicke, 
will not preſerve men from In- 
| fection :, onely the greater dan- 
ger 1s, that men more eaſtly un- 
der che title of good things, are 
deceived into places of morta- 
Itty : And becaute this Obje- 
tion teemingly 1s framed up, 
and upheld by all thoſe things, 
that are worthy of man, I will 
leave pecking at ſtones in the 
field, and will impartially view 
the Wa, ſtrength and force 
of this building. They finde 
fault thet any ſhould obtrude upon 

thee, 


#bes, the Roman Church, with 
its adberems, for the Cathol:que 
Church, excluding three parts of 
foure, of the Chriftian World,from 
the communion of Chriſt. Who is 
it that would obtrude the: Ro- 
man Church,with its adherents 
upon. you ? is it onely 1n this 
age urged by a Faction ? Who 
Is an enemy to your moſt necel- 
fary Reformation, and for am- 
bition and profit ſake, will not 
_ apply themſelves to the inno- 
cency and purity of Gods true 
Religion ? 1s it obtruded onely 
by thoſe, whom you bave juſt- 
ly offended, warranted thereto 
by.the Laws of God, and the 
Church? Is ic by thoſe onely, 
who by their crronious tenents 

4 oof C makes 
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makes juſtifiable your depat- 
ture from them, and bandying 
againſt them ? to returne ta 
them again, were, to forfit your 
zeale in Gods caulc, to betray 

our Reaſon, Religion, and 
Charity ; but if on the contrary 
1t prove onely a perverſe pro- 
ceeding to maintaine a Sciſme 3 


'ah it be onely your calumny, 


and 111 dealing with your Mo- 
ther, from whoſe lap, peeviſhly, 
and without reaſon you have 
withdrawne your ſelves ; if tt 
be you onely who take {candal 
at the Church, which can be 
none to your, though they may 
be to it, Tune alta runnt ſubduJz 
ets columns ; then have you 
Paſſion for Zeale, Opinion for 
Faith, 


Faith, and confufion for the 
effects. St, Irxznciu, who lived 
in the ſecond age, in his Booke 
againſt Herefics, reckons up a 
ſucceſſion of the Biſhops of 
Rome, from St. Peter, to the 
Pope then preſent, and pro- 
nounces it neceffary for all 
Churches, to hold communion 
with thoſe that adhere to the 
Church of Rome; Ad bane enim 
Eecleſiam, propter potevtiorens 
principalitatem neceſſe eſt dnmen 
convenuire Eccleſiavr, hoc eſt owes 
qui ſunt undique fideles, in qu 
ſemper ab bi, qui ſwnt undique, 
conſerwats eft ea, quz fit ab Aps- 
ftols traditio ; fundavtentss igitur 
Ecclefiam Apoftoli, Lino Epiſce- 
patum, &c. then wete they plain 
C 2 and 


Shs: i. if 6 
and poſitive, in the declaring 
the duty of all, to delcre all 
perticular Churttics: which did 
not adhere and hold communi- 
on with the Sea of Rome. Ter- 
truVianof the ſame Age,De pre- 
ſcriptione Hereticorum, 1 autems 
Italie adjacer, babes Romam, 
unde & nobia auGtoritas pruſis eftt. 
St. Awbroſe of the fourth Ape 
or century of the Church, How 
Happy 3s that Church, pon which 
the Apoſtles have poured out all 
Do&ttrine with their bloods. Saint 
Terom of the ſame time, upon 
the firſt Epaſtle to Timetby, The 
| Church which # the houſe of God, 
notes upon it thus; Of hich 
Damaſus (then Pope) 1s at this 
_ day ruler: And againe, Prim# 
aaver ſus 


( 2r ) 

adwerſus Ruffnum, fidew ſan 
quam vocat ; eamqiue quy Romans 
Pollet Eeclelia z S7 Romana 
reſpondent, ergo Catholici ſumus, 
Sr Augiſtine of the filth Ape, 
lib. 11. cap. 2. contra Faunſum, 
Vides in bac re giid Eecleſiz Ca 
thelicx walert anihoritas giz ab 
#pſis fundat:ſjinns ſeciibus Apoſts- 
lyrnm ulque ad bediernum diem, 
ſuccedentinm ſibi met Epiſcopo= 
rum ſerie, populorum conſenſione 
firmata. S*, Ferom of molt au- 
{tere life, a profound Schollar, 
and pgenerall Linguiſt, lived un- 
married, a Monke, a Prieſt, {aid 
Maſle. Sr. AnguStine was Biſhop 
of Hippo, conteſſedly a Pricſt, 
and oftered up the body and 
blood of Chriſt in Sacxifice, for 

C 3 the 
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the - living and the dead. Saint 


Befil, a Monke, Prieſt, unmar- 


ried ; did not they all live and 
dyc in the communion of the 
Church of Rome, and did de- 
teſt Sciime ?-I remember one 
told me at Vegice, pleaſantly 
diſcourfing of the differchce 

which that Republique had 
with the Pope; We would have 
become (ſaith he) any thing to 
have been «d oppiſitum with the 
Pope, Lutherms or Coalveniſts, 
buc that we were ſatisfied with 
the truth of all opinions of the 
Church; from our own Records 
which have becn inviolated and 
kept intire, and delivered then 
with as great vigor, as now ob- 

{erved, for about @ thouſand 
- | years 3 
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years 3 *which time that City 
hath ſtood,never raken,or pluns 
derd, nor hue; the two great 
winding ſheets of humane 
things. Will not the Laws and 
conſtitutions of all ancient goe 
yvernments declare and demon- 
ſtrage the ſame, even of thoſe 
places which hayerevolred from 
chem ? mult all men in ſo many 
grave Councels, reſorting from 
all parts of the Chriſtian world, 
relating one to another, what 
in the 1everall places whoa 
they came, hatch been held, and 
{o from time to time an untyere 
{all eſtabliſhment of ſach things 
as have been found to be the 
generall Traditions and Dos» 
Qrines of the Church ; and yer 

C 4 muft 
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muſt all theſe be thorght to 
have walked 1n a vane ſhadow? 
Rocks, Citics, Woods, mult be 
choughe to move, while theie 
cyes dwelling too much upon 
the currant of the times, breeds 
this deceptzon, that they are 
thought to move from the htrle 
Boats, when 1t 15 the Ship boats 
departing from them. I hus it 18 
evident, who thruſts the Church. 
of” Reins Upon them, and what 
hath thruſt them from the 
Church of Rowe 7 When parties 
arc once engaged, though teſti« 
monics be as. towd as ] hunder, 

yet the ball muſt be keprup; | 
poore pretences muſt undergoe 
the opinion of inevitable ne 
ccſlities; all ſticks teen in that | 


Water 


(25) 
Water, muſt be crooked: Nou 
perſnadebis etiamſe per ſusſeris ; 
1hey lay, Ir muſt not be obtruded 
#pon them a5 Catholique, it exclud. 
ing three ports of ſoure, of the 
Chriftian V erld. All Chriſtians 
in all Ages hove pronounced 
that Artikle, I beleewe the holy 
Catholique CLurch : 'F ricns faith. 
ſhould nor vary,the obze& mult 
never fatle 3 and in all Ages 
downe from our bleficd Savi- 
ours time, they have molt ſted- 
faſtly pronounced this Artikle 
in the boſome of the Church of 
Rome ; which taken Jecally, 1s 
but a Parith Church ; bur in re- 
ipect of retaining with others 
that ſame DoGrine which rhe 


| Apotides St, Feter and Sr. Paul 
delivered. 


delivered | So whether by 
writing, or by word of mouth ; 
in that ſence, it 1s called Catho- 
lique ; and ſo, Orbis in Urbe eſs, 
When Hereſies ſprung, as there 
wrſt be Hereſces, they had rc. 
courſe ſtill to what was delive. 
red by way of Dodtrines to 
peaks. 4 they did repel all 
falſe and erronious opinions, as 
 conftantly maintain their own 
Dodrine. When diverſe parts 
of Scripture were called in que« 
tion, 1t was the Churches Au- 
thority did pronounce them 
Divine : now the Church was to 
be deceived in 1ts Sentence, or 
not : If it was then infalhble, 
why not now? and in the in- 
terpretation and expoſition, as 
well 


( 27) 
well as the Lecter, when Scri- 
rure is not Scripture, but 
rightly Expounded, As touche 
ing an externe and adventitious 
condition of the Church, it 
/ ſuffers ſometime dilatation and 
inlargement ; other time, pers 
ſecution and contraction, yet 
ſtill ever the ſame, The Arke, 
that was the type of the Chureb, 
vyas ſometimes on the Waves, 
ſometime in the Wilderneſſe, 
travelling : againe, in the Fete 
ple in peacc and glory. When 
the Arrian Hereſie had {o catche« 
ingly f{urprized the World, no 
doubt but the Catholique Charch 
did exclude them ; and becauſe 
1t yvill not now let every ſtinke 
ing puddle of Opinion, and 


cvery 
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every infectious currant of Fae 
Etion run into its Sea ; or that 
like the Sea, it will not let any 
dead or corrupt thing lye in its 
bowels; therefore furtooth, it 


muſt not be obtruded upon any 


as Catholique, it excluding three 


parts of foure of the ChriStian 


World. 

If it ſhould have ſo much 
good nature, to admit all, its 
Do@rmne would not be Catho- 


ligne, that 1s, what was proteſt 


at all times; the holy Catho- 
liqne Church 1s but one. Epil- 
copacy 15 but one, ſaith Saint 
Cyprian, as Streames from the 
{ame Fountain, Branches from 
the ſame Root ; here is nothing 


but that fadeli ry which a Spouſe 
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owes to her Betrorhed, no ins» 
tertainment of Forraine loves, 

or unlawtull mixtures. I hoſe 
that are called, Retormilſis, ex- 
clude not one another; when 
ehey would appear a great body 

of opponcnts «f the Roman 
Church ,they exc]ude them not 
from oppeſing the tame Autho- 

rity, though 1n manner, and in 
their own opinions they oppole 

and exc}ude one another ; Jike 
char Image, part whereof was 
Clay, part Iron, that by clea- 
ving togerher reſembled a bo- 

dy, though never incorporated. 

They are enemies of a good of Orme 
Catholique malice, whilſt they *: Hal 
would unite all the different ©/wrve 


ſand and 


Formes of Sciſme, whercin eves {nt 
ry 


os a £ 

ry ones Fancy was their gnide, 
and of theſe would make an 
angry union, *o gratifie their 
humour of oppoſing their Mo- 
ther Church : and © one ſhould 
lend a ſevere aſpeCt into their 
own Commonwcalths, and In- 
tereſts, he ſhall ſeem to retreave 
the ancient Chaos, cach Sect ſo 
differing from other, and every 
one diſtenting from what them- 
ſelves were at firſt : When they 
ſhak'd hands with the Church of 
Rome, every one departing a ſe- 
verall way, according to the 
conceraments and cads of their 
Leaders, or the Genius and na- 
ture of the People, or the acci- 
dents & affaires of thoſe times, 
which ſtcarcd their furies, and 

Iſt 
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indignations. The Lutherans 
hold the Calveniſts for the 
Phactons of Europe, and in.a 
late Sinod have condemned 
them-guilty of all the Warres 
and dilaſters in theſe late times, 
Calvin allowes of Epiſcopacy, 
yet his followers make it ground 
cnough of an immortall quar- 
rell, to have them extirpated. 
In every Country, that ill Sced 
that Calvin ſowed, came up of 
2 difterent faſlion ; as he well 
perccived, who deſcribed their 
teverall humors of Genevizing, 
Anglizing, Scotizing. What 
Wars are rayſed in the mutual 
oppoſition of each others Do« 
| ctrine, every one of them ha- 
| ving {ome perticuler Opinion 
wherein 


ror werent > en ee gy eng gr ce 
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. Wherein they magnifie thetn« 
ſelves, being cheir Exrika; and 
ſets ir as it were in the Van, for 
an 'Enſigne of the Faction, un- 
der which they doe fo pecviſhly 
militate? A Satyre would be 
the beſt ſtile, ro deſeribe the 
animoſities, they proſecute each 
others Opinion with, and no 
leſſe would it become all 
chole angry fate, that they ex- 
prefſe in their {everall wan- 
 dririgs and errors: they throw a 
Sea of gall and bitterneſſe after 
thoſe, who upon mature exam1- 
nation, relinquiſh thoſe Mazes, 
they Jeade their followers 1n, 
What ſhould one ſpeake of the 
froirful! Independency , big 
with all forts of Opinions, 


Brows 


Browniſts, Anabaprtiſts, Armi- 
nian, Zwiniglian, Acolampadi- 
an, and all theſe the Engliſh 
Church Proteſtane, Epiſcopall 
ba: anhes & excludes from them, 
The boſome «f the Catholique 
Church is ſpread wide, to in» 
tertaine all, whom with earneſt 
Prayers and endevors, It invites 
and deſires, zealous of theite 
ſalvation, which onely 11 an of- 
dinaty Way, 1s to be had there, 
The ancicnt Heretiqu cs, Arri- 
ans, Neſtorians, Utichians, whoſe 
reliques yet poll fic ſome place 
in the World, are excluded 
likewiſe by themſelves who 
make this objection ; and bes 
ſides their owne Reformation, 
hath been a-varicd unconſtane 
13 one z 
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one;that except they would fa 
in love with this Word Rctor- 
mation) I know not well whag 
can be underſtood by it. H. 8. 


firſt onely threw out the Pope, 


but retained the teven Sacra- 
ments : after, by degrees, they 
were taken away, and new Do- 


Erines brought in, with relaxa- 


tions of Ecclchalticall Juriſdi- 
Gion : and fometime it hath 
been wholly: (ubmitted to the 


Presbyterian humour, in confu- 


ſedly going to: their Churches ; 
and ſo penerally uſing their 
DireQory : whereas, according 
to their own opinions, vvithoue 


Biſhops no Ordination can be ; 


Quo teneam nocd ? 
\T hey complaine, That the 
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ne of the Church of Ris 
are obtruded upon them, for Arti- 
kles and Fundamentals in Faith. 
Doth not all the Wilderneſſe of 
their opinions, their opiniotive 
Id9latries; each one avouching 
their Do@rine; with, Thze ſaith 
the Lord ? Doth not all theie 
Anarchies and irregularities; 
flow in upon them; by letting 
thoſe antient bulwotks: goe in- 
ro negle&, which ſtood bet wixt 
a Seca of error and themſelves ? 
that is, in ſtead of ſtanding up- 
on the old wayes, to! view and 
diſcover truth from : they have 
onely diſdainefully trampled 
upon. them; and in ſtead' of 
asking the Fathers; to ſee yvhat 
they held and thought } they 

D 2 will 
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will make bold to thinke the 
Fathers miſtaken, it chey finde 
themſelves contradicted by 
them ; and hold, and thinke of 
them,as not worth asking. T hus 
doe they difſcountenance Tra- 
dition, and the eſtabliſhmenrs 
of the Church. The Apoftle 
faith, When be ſhould come, be 
would order things: Now, faith 
_ the Father, what hath beenc 
univerſally obſerved, was orde- 
red by him. St. Auguſtine de Bap. 
contra Donati$i, T hat which the | 
Univerfall Church holds, and is 
not Inſtitured by Councels, but 
alwayes retained, its probably 
belecved, not to be delivered, 
but by Apoſtolicall authority. 
Their crror that oppoſe the au- 
thority 
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thority of the Church, and tae 
prerogative of the Apoſtolicall 
Seat, flowes trom this wretched 
pudled Fountaine ; that is, Ree 
ducing Reformation to the Scri« 
prure it ſelfe, interpreted by men 
perticular judgements. The holy 
and ſacred lerters, are the blet. 
fed records of our lalvation, 
Celeſtiall Meflages, Angels of 
peace, winged wich love, which 
hover over mens {oules, wirh 
ccleſtiall protefions, comforts, 
and praces : they are the glaſle, 
wherein 1s beheld the beauty of 
holineſſe, the iplender of the 
Erernall "parkins the Image of 
his Sonne. Yet as S. Anſtine faith, 
The words of the Scripture, arc ” 
to be ſo underſtood, as the 
D 3 world 
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world hath belceyed, which it 
ſclf foretold ſhould "5 By they, 
were writ upon ſeveral! Occall- 
ons to perticuler Churches, 
which faithfully kept, what was 
committed unto them, whether 
by writing, or by word of wouth; 
the Scripture confeſling, That if 
all had been writ, the world would 
wot have comteined the Books: - and 
every where they enjoyne the 
hearkning to the Church, which 
who ſhould not heare, are cx- 
cluded from Cheifian commu- 
nion,by their holy cenſure. The 
Church was then eftablitht, 
when divers of theſe ſacred lee< 
ters were directed to them; and 
by them, and what other rulcs 
were delivered & taught them: 
cy. 


( 39) 
they governed, taught, admini- 
ſtred, correQed, and abſolyed ; 
ſo that they were like the Te> 
ſtimony in the Arke:the Church 
of God, had the cuſtody and 
interpretation of them; ſo that 
who ſhould Sacrilegioully ſteale 
the teſtimony out of the Ark, 
and run away with Scripture, 
and impaile Congregations a= 
bout with new goverments,and 
cry, The Word of the Lord, and 
quarrel] at the other orders and 
Traditions of the Church, he 
would be judged by all, to have 
raviſht the ſpheares of govern- 
ment, to have dilordered the 
Divine diſpenſation of his 
goodneſſe towards us : Neither 


can they pretend any right over 
Ds , 
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thoſe Laws, who are condems 
ncd by thoic Laws. Waters one 
of their own channcls, beger 
ſtrange and forraine rafts; and 
this 1s the grand and unhaypy 
ſophiſtry ef rhis age ; a bene. 
conjunciy, ad male diviſa. Scrt-. 
prure divided from the Church, 
jeems to countenanec every 
party in their fancies, making 
it like a Looking-platle, wherin 
they doe but ſce their owne 
Image, not Gods; aud by an 
inward deluſion, vicw the re- 
 flections of their owne wits, 
flartering their underſtandings, 
whilſt by a foreprepared con- 
ceipr, they finde ſome counte- 
nance, to their own inward 
thoughts : Whercas Scriptures, 

_ the 
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the Oracles of God, are truth ; 

not the Pen, or the Preſſe being 
. wilt becauſe they were true 
not true, becaule ch: wy | wcre 
writ. 

They ſay, neither their Reli- 
gion, Reaſon, nor Charity will per- 
| wit them to -acknowledge the 
| Church of Rome for their Mother. 
] (hall now view the uſe of Rea- 

ſon, in the eIc&ion of Religion, 
| and fee 1f it well direted,doth 
hinder them. When that which 
flows from well c{tabliſhr au- 
| thority, ſhall be call'd in que- 
{tion, or ditpured through the 
violence and diſorder of Fatti- 
ons, the upholders of Govern. 
ment and Juſtice, have recourſe 
to the Origens and Fountaines 


of 
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of Juftice;ſhewing how all their 
Acts and Decrees, received their 
obligatory nature, from the 
agreement they had with thoſe 
| rules of Reeſox, and thole {eye« 
rall Laws which conſtituted 
them to be good and jult : ſo 
that they who before found 
onely the effect of peace, by a 
due obedience to them, now 
ſearch into the reaſons and caus 
fes, why they were of ſuch 
| power, to produce {uch eftcas ; 
And thoſe who before plealants 
ly lived in the building, labort- 
ouſly now ſeeks the Founda« 
tion. The myſteries of Religion 
being above reaſon, were cone 
firmed with micakles, which 
are aboye nature : but whether 
this 
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| this, or that Religion, be the 
ſame with that which was {a 
confirmed, muſt be examined 
according to all thoſe rules, 
waich though divinely given, 
mult now by reaſon be examie. 
ned, whether they be confore 
| mable to them, or not, The 
protitipe was from Heaven, the 
original! {upernaturall ; has for 
to prove the continuance of it, 
we muſt compare, and examine 
it according to all that hath 
been delivered concerning the 
lame formerly. And its no tmall 
difticulty to chaſe truth through 
its ſeyerall channels : The Lo 
of Gods Church, challenge our. 
obedience ; the oppoſing wher- 
of is Sciſme, becauſe we are. 
kept 
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kept in one 1ntire body, by the 
obtcrvation of them : the neg- 
lect whereot cuts us off from 
that communmon. Civill Go- 
vernments and Policics have 
their Acts and Statutes, the 
oppoling- whereof makes men 
puilty of {edition and faction 
becauſe there 1s a folution of 
continuity made, and a divi- 
ding of them into parts, which 
threatens deſtruction of the 

| whole ; the preſervation where» 
of, 1s the end of all good Gur 
vernments, The Laws of Rea« 
ſon,diſtinguiſh Vice and Vertue. 
What way is there to diſtin» 
guith Ecclefiaſticall obedience, 
from Scilmaticall combinati- 
ons ? but to prove the univer- 


{ality 
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(ality of the Church,its conſtant 
ſucccſlion, with the exerciſe of 
its juriſdiction: and that thoſe, 
who have ſeperated themſelves 
from tt, bears a latcr date, bce 
gun from {ſome accidental! 
change in Government ; the 
Pride of their Leaders, or the 
Ignorance and heapd up errors 
of the people. What differen: 
ces, Vice, and Vertue? not a 
Jocall diſtinction, of being plae 
ced in the nhl of Vice ; but, 
as ſuch actions oblerve the & 
Cates of right Reaſon, which 
affigncs dim their end; their 
degrees of heats and motion. 
Who views not the eltabliſhe 
ment of agcient Common- 


wealths in their firſt and Primt- 
tive 


C46) 
tive Laws, their Records, As 
of State, and a conſtant exers 
ciſe of a Supreme Authority ? 
When men with the armes of 
reaſon encounter the deſert 
ſoules of Atheiſts,doc they not 
prove the Impreſſion of a Deity 
ingraven on the foules of all; 
though they erre in; paying 
their Homage ? Doe they not 
bring reaſons from overall Scis 
ences, for the demonſtration of | 
4 natura naturany, or firſt mover, 
or Supreme Governor ? Thoſe 
who prove the truth of Thriſtis 
an Religion againſt Turkes and 
Jews, doe they not pleade the 
innocency and fimplycity of 
| thoſe men, that firſt Preached 
—_ crucified; that they could 


have 


-2 on 


haye no end, but the hope of 


an Immortall Glory to beare 
them out in all their ſufferings; 
they deliverd a Doctrine to the 
world, an enemy to carnall 


pleaſnres, and the ambition of 


the world ; and with diſarmed 
Innocency to prevaile over the 
furious malice of their Perſecu- 
tors, muſt needs prove an om- 
tipotent power that ayded 
| them:and having brought them 
to the acknowledgement, that 
God | 1s the Anthor of our 
Faith, then they finde a neceſſi- 


ty, to recetve the ſpeaker, for a - 


full demonſtration of the truth 
of all that 1s ſpoke g Cala 


Them ce they al to heayenly rules pive 
which paſdions kill, reaſondoth deface 


'Fhe 
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The Church is builded upon the 
Divine promiſes, That 1he gates 
of Hell ſhould not prevaile againſt 
;t : and we lee, thar neither Ty. 
rants, whoſe angers are Maſta- 
cics; nor an Angel of Lights 
{reming talthood, hath prevailed 
2cainſt his Church ; neither the 
courles, nor diicourſes of mens 
Pens and Wits, have been pre- 
valent againſtit ; Iz hanc mance 
ri: fortuna. It hath continued 
12 the. Succeſlion of two hun- 
died and {1xty Popes ; and ac» 
cording to the Sibils Propheſie, 
The F iſhers hoske hath ſubaned 
the Roman Empire, and conquered 
the World, veritied 1n Sr. Peter# 
Succeflors. Thus Reaſon may 
have | its fatisfaCtions,and hath a 
laticude 


(49) 
latitude of diſcuſſing, and hee 
Ing aftive in thoſe things which 
are its proper ſpheare, which 
are arguments of credibility : 
the light of nature will con- 
duct us a great way in our dn- 
ties, which we may carry N our 
hands, till they be obſcured 
with the clearer lights of grace. 
A Starre conducted the Wiſe 
, Men to the Sonne of Righte- 
ouſneſle : and though 1llumi- 
nations from Heaven,ſometime 
beate downe the fierceſt Saul 
co the ground, that is at once to 
make oo bumble: and to 
know his will : ind though 
ſometimes by his omniporent 

grace, he, as it were, caſts his 


lervants 2t once ina mould ; as 
E Ct 
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Saint Paw] was called Apoſiolng 
fuſilys ; yet realon otherwhile, 
(which is Gods Law too) muſk 
be ſummon'd up to our ayde, 
whilſt by degrees we recover 
our failing ſteps, and unwinde 
our ſelves out of error : Hog 
quxfitum minus in «ſus; Is there 
any way to weane mens minds, 
nurſt tn the 1mbraccs of error, 
but the 1imployment and uſe of | 
their realou ? To dilcoyer what 
cheir opinions owe to their cra- 
dle, what to a rational] exami- 
nation : men beare an affection 
co. opinIoNns, as to the places 
where they were borne, though 
it be the. rude rugged moun- 
tains of. the Swiſſes. The ſoule 


with difficulty parts with its 
| firſt 


firſt imbibitions, and with pain 
climes the riſing Hill of Truth, 
Many arc the innate deluſions 
of mens ſoules : occult adheſ- 
ons, and lecret faſtneſſes, which 
arc not caſſicrd till their judge 
ments are informed from what 
ſource they ſpring, till by the 
thred of rea{on, they unwinde 
themſe|ves out of that Laby+ 
rinth, nature, or their firſt 
courſe delivered them into : 
Mens judgements ſuffer from 
ſociety, and exawple retorts 
upon our underſtanding. Cus 
ſtome and AfﬀcQion, are me« 
diums which repreſcnt things 
different from their true -pro= 
portions : nothing can infran- 
chiſc mens minds, or. ſet. them 

E 2 free 


free from thoſe inchanting im- 
braces, but the Power and So- 
veraignty of Reaſon : 


Stulti4 n0n2 actipit, Verba prodentie, 
Niſt ea dixerss, que ſunt in carde ejuu, 


Now, as Reaſon compels them 
to return to the Chareb, ſo will 
the tenents of their own Rel1- 
gion, if great foule-killing 
opinions be not found ro make 
the Gulph, and the mega kaſma. 
Some perticulars whereof in 
the next Chapter I ſhall exa- 
mine, -and then I hope their 
Charity 1s ſuch to themſelves 
and others, that they will be 
as good: as their words. Thus 
1 a ſhort Map, [ have lee you 
ory Ther the Church of Rome, 
with 


-. AWEF i. 
with its adherehts, doth neceſſa« 


rily challenge their Union with, 
and obedience te, by the b- +1 of 


Antiquity, which hath ftill kepd 
its ancient depoſited DoGirines, 
writtes aud mnnwrittesn, whoſe 
boſome # ever opeu to receive 
ll, but whom their gr is © 
ood Error excludes ;: awe that 
bath their Reaſon, Religion, and 


Charity command s returne.” 


——— 
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4 View of the perticular Dos 
Gries, pretended to be the 
canſa of their now. 

returning. * 


= juſt exceptions againſt 


any opinion, is cithes wane 
E 3 of 
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of Truth, or want of Piety : 
but they being convertibilia, I 
ſhall ſhew, That as theſe Do- 
Etrines excepted againlt are 
true, {o likewiſe they have the 
Impreſſions of God ingraven 
on them ; though there be twa 
pretences of exception that 
they make. Firſt, ObjzeQing te 
generall Councels, yew creati- 
on of Truths, when they doe 
no more then declare what are 
{o. Nextly, From the words 
_ they make uſe of to condemne. 
Error and Herefic, They would 
have it,that the Councels make 
new Axrtikles, when as they 
pretend to. figniftie no. other 
thing by theſe words, then that 
which is certaincly Knowne to 
4% | | be 


0" TEPRER 
be:the Ancicnt, and Orthodox 
Do&rine. The Reformed Reli- 
gion (fo called) rhus ſtands in 
oppolition, and is a contradi- 
Cory, and a negative one, and 
ts an angry and yerball conten- 
tion, oppolſitions of Science 
falſely fo called. There hath 
not wanted thoſe in the Church 
of Rome, that have: exactly 
ride the depths of all thoſe! 
Kudies, whether in the:know- 
ledge of Languages, forknow- 
ing the Text in the Originall, 
or of Hiſtory,or Schoole+reaſo- 
ning, wherein any opponents 
can pretend to conteſt with coure, 
them in. If they will appeale 150d, 
to- Scripture, as ſometimes they **'* 
doe, how many Catholique 

E 4 Chan» 
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Champions have faithfully ſtn« 
diced the literal] ſence, the my- 
ſticall, the Hiſtoricall part, the. 
Parabolicall, the Figurative ex- 
preflions, the Naturall, the Ori--- 
ginals.of the Old and New 
Teftaments, the Hebrew and 
the Grecke, with the Antient. 
Greeke and: Latin Glofſes. If 
Hyſtary may prevaile, Euſebirrs 
ſhall bring teſtimony, Paladins, 
Sezemen” Socrates, Ruffin ſhall 
be witneſſes. St. Bede, Sr. Fe 
rom {hall'te}] what was the pra- 
 Qiſes 1n the firſt times of Chri- 
fiianity. If the pious Decrees' 
of thoſe Popes (which them- 
ſelves belceve to. be Saints 1m 
Heaven ) ſhall be heard, Cathos» 
I:tque Doctors have viewed. all. 

| thei 
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their Decrees, both before the 
Councell of Nice, and after. If 
conqueſt, by the Arts of Dil- 
putation, be pretended to, they 
bave cnterd into the niceit dite 
ferences, and have been cutters 
of a Commin v$eed : and are 
throughly acquainted with all 
the molt rctired advantages. of 
Wit and Learning. There have 
been many and great challens 
ges to the fourc firſt Generall 
Councels, Nice, Con$lantinople, 
Epheſss, and Calcedox ; but mas 
ny Catholiques have not onely 
read from the firſt of Nice, to 
__ the Jaſt'of Trent, but allo alk 
other approved Provinciall 
Councels. If the Fathers, Do- 
tors, and men {amous in all 

Ages 
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Ages, be conſulted with, they 
will appeare to be all of the 
ſame holy Carholique Church ; 
Sr. Bafell, St. Athansſizs,Gregory 
Nazianzen, St. Gregory Neſſen, 
$:, Gregory the great, Jrzneus, 
Cyprian, Fulgentins, Pamphilus 
the Martyr, Paladins, Theodo- 
ret, KRuffinus, LeSantins, Vin- 
ecxtins, Lyrenenſw, Dioniſizs the 
Arcopapite, Schollar to Saint 
Paul. St. Ipnatins, ST. Polycar- 
pn, St. Clement, St. Auguſtine, 
Hierome, St. Ambroſe, Papias 
Schollar of St, John the Evans 
geliſt, &c. Who will not then 
pur their foot into the ſame 
Barke, with ſo. excellent come 
pany, to faylc to happineſſe in? 
but remaine 1n the Cocks Boars 
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of their owne private opinions, 
to be toſt with every wave of 
Dogrine, and to ſufter Ship- 
wracke ? The Hebrew and Greek 
Scriptures, are preſerved by the 
Roman Church (defendors of the 
Cathol1que cauſe. Its Doctrines 
whether writ, or delivered by | 
mouth, Hiſtorians deliver the \ 
ſame to be with, what Popes 
have maintained, Decrecs cons 
firmed, Expofitions cleared, 
Councels declared, Schooles | , 
taught, and Fathers delivered, 
And their practice 1s demon« 
firated by all Ancient Laws of 
England, Imperiall, Nationall 
of Forraigne Countries, and 
former times : by confeſſion of 


Encmics, Mabumetans, Jews, 
Pagans, 


( &o ) 
Pagans, and all thoſe Sciſma» 
rickes, who confeſſe Antiquity 
is NOT for them. I ſhall for thoſe 
opinions, that are pretended ta 
| be cauſe of their departure,and 
the hinderance of their not. 
returning againe to the Charcb 
of Rome, pive you a taſte of 
the Fathers in feycrall Centn- 
ries : and withall thew what 
fruits of picty, charity, and 
comfort they have contain'd in 


them. 


f the _ ati 
of t«_. The word Tranſubſtantiation, 


akr,*muſt not be indurcd ; they ſay 


Caciifacc, 


The ve- It 1s buta late word, fince ah 
rityof i 


Doane CoOuncell of Laterene onely 
uſed ; bence they impute no- 
yvelty to the Artikles' of the 


Church ; they acknowledge the 
Church 


(or) 
Church hath a power piven it, 
to decide controverfies, and 
the truth of the reall pre 
lence being called in queſtion, 
with ſubtile interpretation of 
words, the Church muſt uſe 
ſome words of art to oppole 
them, and ſecure the truth a- 
gainſt their nimble turning of 
the ſence of words; ſo that to 
quarrel] at the work is indeed 
to quarrel] at the exercifo of 
the Churches power ; moderne 
rebelhons againſt the Tenents 
of holy Charch, forceth it to 
uſe ſome words, to hinder the 
evalions of its enemies, which 
they profefle to ſignifio no more 
by, then what was taught, by 
Thzs #s my body. The word Tri- 
nity 


( 62 ) 

nity wasnot uſcd,till Councels 
found it neceſſary to oppoſe 
certain Hereſics of thole timey, 
by framing that word. - Bue 
what a ſiniſter laying hold 'of 
all occaſions is there, by thoſe 
who once undertake to defend 

a party ? Ingenuity is fled, paſ- 
ſion 1s the Pilor, whilſt they 
are. toſt upon thoſe faithleg 
Scas of error. Tranſelementation 
is as hard a word, and M. Mowns- 
Fague allowes that. The Greeks 
uſc a word to of the ſame fig- 
mficarion, yet no offcnce taken 
at it. Heare the Fathers ſeyc- 
eall expreſſions, as well as late 
 Councels, St. Ambroſe in the 
fourth Age after Chriſt, by the 


Gecko diction, nature it (ole in 
changed ; 


( 6z) 
ehanged; the change 14 not made 
by Faith alone, but real'y, ſaith 
Sr. Chryſoftome. Not every bread, 
but that which receives the benee 
dic)1on, 34 wade the body of Chriſt. 
Saint Angnſtine 1g the "fifch Age. 


The Biſhop of Derry doth in- tzerw 


genuouſly conſeſſe, That Anti- 
 quity hath uſed che cxprefiions 

of ſecing Chriſt, touching 
Chriſt in the Sacrament, of 


Melareis 


faſtning our teeth in his flcſh, 


&c. What ſatisfaQion can pre- 
vaile with a moderate ingenue 
ity, which one ſhall not mece 
with in later Schoole-men and 
Counccls ? Clypens Tridenrinus 


faith, Beleeve Tranſubſtantia- 
tron, buy the manner of Tran» 
ſubſianciaring, you need not. 


Ucheavle 
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\Schoole termes oblidge nor, 
whether by adduction, or af- 
ſumption, or any other words of 
Art, they may argue, but not 
diſturb the Faith of the Chureh. 
How Chriſt 1s preſent in the 
Lacrament, can neither be per- 
ceived by ſenſe, nor imaginati« 
on. St. Thomas of woung?0') 

ias Fatriarcha in Greece, faith, 
By the power of the omnipo*+ 
tent ſpirit, the bread is changed 
into the very body of Chriſt, 
wine into the very blood. The 
Couneecll of Trent declares, that 
in this Sacrament, Jeſus Chriſt, 
true God, and true Man, is trues 
ly,really,and ſubſtantially con» 
rained under the ſpecics of 
thoſe ſenſible things, yet nor 
according 


"x 


Copy. , 
according ts 4 naturall manner of 
exifling, but Sacramentally. 

He was the Word that ſpake it, 

And what that word did make it, 

JT doo beleewe, and take it. 
All the Ancicats uſe conftant= 
ly without flaſhes of Rhetor 
_ricke, or tranſlation of words, 
the word ſacrifice, and not ones 
Iy to note, giving of thanks, 
but propitiation : oblation and 
offering likewiſe are uſed by 
the Fathers of the Councell of 
Nice : This ſacrifice ſingularly? 
ſaves the ſoule from Eternall 

deſtruction, which doth repaire 

unto us by miſtery, the death 
of the onely begotten ; who 
alchough, riſing fxom the dead, 
dycs not, and death ſhall have: 

F nd 
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no further power over him ; 
notwithſtanding in himſelfe 
immortally and incorruptibly 
living, tis againe ſacrificed for 
us in the miſtery of this holy 
oblation. Fathers in all Ages 
have ſpoke and held this. Car- 
dinal Perron calls it a ſacrifice 
applicative of a ſacrifice. Thus 
doe the encmies of Catholique 
Dodrines and words, by their 
oppoſition of them, make thar, 
which ſhould be the band of 
Uaity, the flag of difſention. 
And tor the name of Altars, - 
. Sf. Ambroſe faith, He 18 upon 
the Altar, who ſuftered for all 
thoſe under the Altar (the bo. 
dies of Martyrs) who are Re- 
deemed by his Paſſion. St. Au- 


euſtine 


(67) = 
#%ſtize ſaith, the ſacrifice it {clfe 
is the body of Chriſt, which 1s 
not offtcred to the Martyrs, be- 
Cauſe they themſelves are that 
alſo. The word Traxſubſtantia- and 
v# truely underſtood, affords vs:* 
us the comfort of aflerting the 
truth of Gods promiſes : For 
the ſeycrall modes and manners 
which thoſe out of the Church 
fancy to themſelves, touching 
the preſence of Chriſt, if there 
were wores of Art to cxpreſſe, 
how detractive would they be 
found, from the verity, ccr- 
tainty, and reality of that com< 
fore which our Saviour inten- 
ded us in the bleſſed Sacra 
ments ? But Catholiques doe 
adorc the Lord Jeſtis, here true-= 
| F 2 ly 
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ly preſent ; onely him doe they 
adore, who although, till the 
world be diſlolved, after a na- « 
turall manner, he is aboye ; yet 
here with us, 1s the truth of the 
Lord, That as often as we receive, 
we eare his Fleſh, and drinke his 
Blood, without which, there 75 
no life in 5 ; by which Union, 
how doe our ſoules receive a 
torrent of yjoyes and graces, 
which flow from a Celeſtiall 
ſource, into al] the faculties and 
powers of our minde, ſanctity- 
ing them to him, who i 13 our 
head, being incorporated into 
him ? 
Iavocation of Saints. 

_ Whilſt we hve in the earthly 
Tabernaclies of our Bodies, we 
are 


| ( 69 ) 
are {ubject to the fumes of fleſh 
and blood, to the Impreſſions 
of diverſe affeQions, and the 
clouds of the world ; whence 
we arc put to execute a war- 
tare, and act a vigilent part 
againſt the depths of Satan ; 
and to that end, we deſire one 
anothers Prayers ; And fball 
theirs be lefle eftectuall, whole 
bleſſed {oules are unbodied, our 
of a Ag” of falling, and 
enjoying the bleſſed preſence of 
God, inflaming with charity 
and good will rowards us ? 
They rejoyce at our converlt- 
ons; they underſtand our con- 
ditions : holy Church hath ever 
practiled to make them friends 
in the Courr of Feayen: Fo 
Y Obtain 
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obtain their requeſts of cheix 
King and ours, the cffe&s of 
Chriſt mediation and merits, 
may be more hopefully purcha- 
ſed! by Angelical Pcritions, then 
mans difturbed and cold devon 
| Cheyſol, tions. Let ue acke the Fathers, 
22077; and they will tell us, By the 
Prayers of the Martyrs, we may 

after our departure hence, (ce 
and imbracc them, ſaith ſaint 
Chryſoltons. And <clſewhere, 
Mary praies for us, ſtronger then 
Deborah, more powerfull then 
"RY Tael. I Auguſtine {aith, When 
En call upon the ſhines in. 
Prayer, it behoves you thus to. 
thinke of them, as placed in 
the glory of the Eternal] beau- 
ty, moſt gloricus lights, farce 
| | | outs. 
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out-ſhining the Sonne, who 
have fully all that 13 good in 
the Viſion 'of God, and who 
forcibly aſſiſt all that call upon 
them. St. Hierom to Helzodore, 
After death (faith he )you ſhall 
pray for mc, who have incited 
you, that you might overcome. 
| In the Liturgy of Boſil, Now 
| | Martyrs carncftly pray, that 
God may grant us remiſſion 


of our ſinnes. Saint Ambroſe De vis 
{aith, The Angels are to be cal- ub. 


led upon in our behaltfe, who 


are aligned: to us for our de=- 


fence. And againe, let us not 
be aſhamed to have them the 
Intercefjors of our infirmity:of 
the Interceſſion of the bleſſed 
Virgin ; DoGor Don ſaith prete 
F 4 tily, 
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tity, Her Wombe was a ftrango 
Heaven, for there God cloath'd 
himſelfe, and grew ; our zea« 
lous thanks we poure, as her 
deeds were our helps, ſo aro 


| her Prayers 3 nor can ſhe ſue mn 


vaine, who hath fach ticles uns 


The ri-rg you, Whilſt men make 


ty, and 


ks f themiclves tuch ſtrangers to 


the Inbabitants above, they 
break the communion of ſaints: 
if mens joyes were all above, 
if men did thirſt after thoſe 
glorious fruitions, they would 
accept of ajt the helps that 
might leade them to it. In in 
vocating, and. worlhipping the 
ſaints, we worſhip him, whoſe 
{ſaints they are : Saith a Father, 
#n often contemplating theiy 

crownes, 


#$; 4 TR 
crownes, and begping their pa- 
tronage, how are our hearts ins 
flamed through their helps ? 
it erects our thoughts on high, 
and piyes us courage in our 
journcy below, to have ſeen all 

the dangers of 1t conquered, by 
thoſe who as they were our ex- 

ample, ſo now are our Patrons; us. © 
It inlarges and mends our pro- 
ſpect, when we view thoſe Ce. 
lcſtiall Inhabitants ſhining all 
as ſtars of ſeverall magnirudes; 
one glorious in the ruddy beams 
of Martyrdom : —_— (hin- 
ing with the ſnow white purity 
of Chaſtity ; others, now the 
higher, by having been low in 
their own eſ{tceme : they pros 
yoke us, by viewing their glo- 
I1CS, 
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glories, to the care of acquiring 
their vertues ; neither cr any 
pretend, and ſay, God hath cove 
wexded we to call on bis, there- 
fore its meedleſſe to goe to any 
#ther; for he hath told us, He 
heares nat every one that cryes, 
Lord, Lord, but him who doth 
the will of bu Father ; and his 
will is, that we ſhould be obe: 
dient, and hearken to his 
Charch, and not in ſtead of ob- 
ſerving its commands, revile it, 
and rent, and teare it by cone 
tempt of its Doctrines. 

Confeſſron, Abfolution, Sa- 

tiefaGtiog. 

This 1s, and cvcr hath been, 

ſo univerſally, generally deli- 


ver'd, Preached, urged, prati- 
| ſed 


(75) 

ſed in the Catbelique Church, 
that none can deny it, but thoſe 
whole ftitte-neckednes will not 

f- give the leave to look back into 

any Antiquity,or Fathers; theſe 
words are plaincly, frequently 
made uſc of, to cexprefle this 
part of the Diſcipline of the 
Church, which the Fathers cal» 
led, The wiger of the Goſpel ; 
asif withour it, all meneman- 

| ners and eourſcs towards Heae 
ven, would lapguiſh, Biſhop scmor 
Axarews, trom the Text, Whoſe felons, 
Sips yee remit, they are rewiited; 
acknowledges a perticular per- 
fonall Conftcifion to be ment, 

by reaſon, he ſaith, ic 18 expreſt, 
whoſe Sips, not whas Sine 'ſoe- 
ver, Let us heare Saint Cypries zeittss. 

| expreise 
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Auguſt, 
Hom, 5, 


(76) 
expteſſe himſclte againſt thoſe 
chat oppoſed it, Ir is indevou- 
red (ſaith he) thac ſins may nor 


be redeemed, by fatisfactions | 


and juft lamenrations, that 
mens wounds may not be waſh- 
cd away with tears ; true peace 
is taken away, by the lye of a 
falſe one ; and the healthfull 
bYolome of a Mother (a ſrep- 
mother interecding ) 1s ſhut up; 
weeping and mourning ſhouJd 
be heard from a ſinner, and the 
face of thole who have falne. 
Let him come to the Priclts, 
thoſe by whom the Keycs are 
diſpoled of in the Church ; and 
let him, from thofe who are tet 
over thoſe holy rites, recctve 
the meaſure of his ſatisfaction. 


Tertullian | 


TIF] 
Tertullian de poznitentis, Cons 
feſſrs ſatisfactionis conſilinm. It 
1s objected, that its an all-da- 
" ring preſumprion, to pretend to 
be able to fatisfie in the moſt 
pure eyes of Almighty God, 
and fo plauſibly run on in anill 
applide humility ; when a man 
doth, what anothers demand 1s, 
its ſaid, he hath ſatisfied his 
deſires : nay, 11 the Creditor 
doe for ſome reaſons, forgive 
the Debt ; he 1s {aid tobe fati(- 
fied : and its ſpoken by reaſon 
of the Evangelicall compact, 

when God by promiting, makes 
himſelſe a debtor, ſaith the Fa- 
ther ; and we doing what 1s 
required, thar 15, bringing forth 
fruits worthy of Pennance, and 
: as 


c —_— 
performing ſuch expreſſions of 


{orrow, and thoſe penitentiall 


injunctions as the Church wil be 
ſatisfied in, for the demonſtra- | 


ting onr hearty repentance, zt 
1s cal'd ſatisfaction : but whom 
the expreſſions of the Councel 
of Trent will not (atisfie, touch- 
ing it, be is ſicke of fiding and 
partics, nor is any dcfire of 
peace with the Church preya« 
lent with him. 


Sefvio14 Its agrecable to the divine 


ap. n 


clemency, leſt fins be pardoned 
us, withone any ſatisfaction, 
occaſion being taken, that we 
lightlicr eſteeming of (ins, fall 
into more grievous ones, injuri- 
ous, and contumelious to the 
boly ſpirit of God, trcaluring 

mp 


(79) 
up wrath for us againſt the day 
of wrath ; for without doubt 
theſe ſatisfactory puniſhments, 
doc greatly recall us from ſin, 
and, as'it were, with a certaine 
bridle reſtraine us, and make 
pcnitents more cautious for the 
future; they cure likewiſe the 
reliques of ſin; they take like- 
wiſe away ill habits got by viti- 
ous living, but contrary acts of 
vertues : nor at any time is 
there a ſurer way in Gods 
Church to remove puniſhments, 
then that men frequent theſe 
works with true griefe of mind: 
and it draws to this, that whilſt 
we by fatisfying ſuffer for our 
ſins, we are made conformable 
to Chriſt Jeſus, who ſatisfied 


for 


( 80 ) 

for our fins, enjoying alſo the 
moſt certaine carncſt ; that if 
we ſuffer togerher with him, 
we ſhall likewiſe be glorified 
together with him. Neither 1s 
this our ſatisfaction ſuch, which 
we pay for our lins, chat it 18 
not made by Chriſt ſJeſts : for 
we who of our ſelyes, as of our 
{clves, can doc nothing ; ; yet he 
co-operating, who ſtrengthens 
us, we can doe all things : 1o 
wan hath not whence he may 
glory, but all curglorying 18 1n 
Chriſt, in whom we hve, and 
merit ; 1n whom we ſatisfic, do- 
18g worthy truits of pennance, 
which have their force from 
him, and are offer'd from him 
to the Father, and by him are 

accepted 


TO 
accepted of the Father. 
It was ever held in the Church 

of God the ordinary means of 
che forgiveneſle of ſins, and is 

ſo farre from being a cauſe to 
Urive men from the Catholique 
Church, that to enjoy the be- 
nefit at it, they ſhould come 
with humble — and teares 

in their eycs,to beg the comfort 

of this onely approved ſure 
vay for their pardon. St. Au-- 
guſtine, 1n his Enchird. ſaith, 
God hath given liberty to none 

co fin, though by his pirtying 

of ns, he blot our our ſins, 1 
ſitting ſatisfaction be not _— 
ieaed. 

- How wholcijome muſt 1c be Frait 
for our minds, to diſcharge 
G theme 


© +9, FO 


themſelves, to ayre our mindy | 


by confeſſion, to have the tate 
of our ſoules judged of, ( all 
men being partiall cenſurers of 
themſelves) and rhence fitting 
Phyſicke preſcribed, after his 
inſpection of our inward com- 
plexion?what comforts are cone 
veyed into our breaſts, in liew 
of all vitious afteCtions or as 
we part with thence in Confeſ- 
fions e our pardon 1s confirmed 
in Heaven, as 1t 18 granted here 
on Earth, How many thicke 
and foggy ſelfe-delufions, falle 
epinions, deſperate feares, 11] 
grounded doubts, doe all vaniſh 
trom that fonle, that hath dit- 
\ peried thoſe clouds by cleare- 

neffe of Confeſhon ? What re- 


cruits 
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eruits of praces, ſpiritual] ſas 
tisfactions, healthfull directions 
are acquired ? here 1s exerciſed 
an a& of that moſt acceptable 
humility, in throwing your 
ſelfe down at the Feet of Gods 
Embaſfador, in dceteftation of 
your jelfe;exerciſin ing your Faith 
likewiſe, in beleeving that, 
Whoſe Sins they remit, they ar 
remitted, this being the ſccond 
table after ſhipwracke. 

Purgatory, and Praying fot 

the Dead. 

It is the generall confeſfion 
of thote, who call themſelves 
the Reformed, that Prayer for 
the Dead was anciently tied ; 
ſome few teſtimonics of which 
Ile ſhew you. St, Augyſtive 1 

G 3 his 


(84) 
his Booke pro Mortuze, writes, 

That if wo where it ſhould be 
reach in the Old Teſtament, yet 
the authority of the Univerſal 
Church 7s not ſmall ; which #s (6 
cleare in the cuſtozre of this, where 
inthe Prayers which the PrieSts 
poure ont to their Lord God at the 
Altar, a recommending of the dead 
hatb place alſo. And the ſame 
Father, ad Laureatinuz in the 
Enchiridion, There 1s a certaine 
manncr of living ({aith he) not 
ſo good that it doth net requere 
theſe things after death; nor yet 
fo itt, that theſe things Aa wot 
profit hm after death. Acrias 
was Condemned of the whole 
Church, tor condemning this. 

One may PEFCCIVE by che CON - 
ſftant 


( 85) 
ſtant prachce of the Church, 
how thele Texts in Scripture 
are to be underſtood, of being 
neither pardoned in this World, 
wor inthe World to come : And 
that other place, concerning 
tholc, who build hay and ſtuble 
_ upon the Foundation ; they ſhall 
be ſaved, yet as by Fire, Mar- 
tyrdome, ſaith Clemens Alexan- 
drinys, 18 a purgation of ſinnes 
with glory. And St. Anguſtine 
ſaith, That the recitall of the 
names of Martyrs at the Altar, 
15 more that they may pray for 
us, then that we may pray for 
them. For the pains in Purga- 
tory ; one cannot conceive how 
there ſhould be a Purgatory, 
without fultering pain. Heare 
& 3 what 


Liber 4. 


The fyuirs 
& pictic, 


Focus : 
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what Bootbing ſaith a thouſand 
yeares ſince, Bat I prey (laith 
he) remaime there us puniſhments 
after thrs life ? yes, preat certain- 
ly (faith he : ) for ſome (faith 
he) 1 take fo be exerciſc ed with 
bitter puniſhments, others wirh 
clement pur gations. 

Toa Skoffer, there ſhall ne- 
ver want mattcr; but as he 
ſaith, Cawe fed fiat ne Jocws iſte 
When St. Paul menti- 
ons tryall by fire, its blowne 
away with a hunared light In- 
terpretations : an Atheiſticall 
ipirit would quarreil with that 
expreſſion, of the damned pnafh- 
7ng their teeth ; which, the yiay, 
1s an eftc&- rather of cold: then 
ol We. But as a Father ſaith, 
Perefie | 


37 
Hereſie is wot from the Scripture, 
but from the ſence of Seriptmre, 
which the Church, by the prowi- 
dence of God. \ ſafch preſerves. 

It muſt ray{e no ſma]] com. 
forts in the minds of thoſc,who 
have parted with what: were 
their joy here, to be able by 
devout Prayers to recommend 
them to a mare advanced ſtate 
of Joy. It dotly inlarge the 
ſubject of our charity, whilſt 
Fw it ſclfe doth but quicken 
our devotion for our Friends, 
parting with them, as men aot 

without hope. It iweetens our 
paſſage hence, being not out of 
the pertaking of the benefit of 
Prayers, Almes, and the good 


Works of thats we leave be- 
G4 am 


C88) | 
hind, the Communion of Saints : 
and for the effects that the opi- 
nions of poftumous and after 
{uffering muſt have upon the 
minds of men, it muſt needs 
tend to the making the ſoule 
diſguſt theſe infcriour appetites 
way affections, which breathe 
npon the ſoule an carthy vapor 
and fouleneſfſe, which it muſt 
be cleanſed from, with penall 
purgation, before it can be ad» 
mitted into thote purer Jjoyes, 
to {ce God, which only is gran» 
ted to Chem that are cleane of 
hearr. The perverting, and dit- 
ordering the diſpenfation and 
application of Gods grace, who 


- (though Geds merits be all- 


ſufficient, and our Redemption 
COMe 
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compleat, and the Divine Pro- 
miſes large) yet thinke, chat 
notwithſtanding, all-cheir lite 
time, their judgements have 
been abuſed with the too great 
cliceme of the empty delights 
and plorics of the world, their 
wills following the impulſe of 
carnall pleaſures, nor any Cecle- 
ſtiall ſparke ever kindling their 
affections; yet by a {ſwimming 
fancy in the head, that Chriſt 
hath dyed for them ; thinke, 
they ſhall preſently jumpe into 
Paradile ; Ie 1s a merry conceit : 
{o was it of that Foole, That 
tought, that all the ſhips that 
came into the Harbor. were his 
owne. If we ſuffer together with 


bim, we ſhall lizzwiſe be glorified 


with 


TW] 
with him, was held to be the 
ſurcit carneſt of Eveclafting 


Joy. 
Of Free- will. 
He who hath made you with- 
out your ſclfe, will not ſave 
you wichout . your {elic, ſaith a 
Facher. Cod 18 the way, means, 
and end; all is from him, and 
to him: but how much more 
noble thought have they of the 
Deity, who conccive him to 
deale with man as endowed 
with free operations, then with 
us, as with ftockes and ſtones, 
that arc mcerly patient ? It js 
the meere grace of God that 
- Elves good works their - force 
and value ; yet no1iuch neceſli- 
ty, that any thing is done, whe- 
ther 


( or ) : 
ther man will or no : For who 
could either prayſe, or diſcam- 
mend that, who can imagine 
ſuck a&ions to be rewarded, or 
puniſhed ? or that ſoule to be 
immortal], and performe Reli- 
gion, which ſhould want free 
and reaſonable actions, the ar- 
guments and pledges of im« 
mortality : but we are to ad- 
mire the wifedome of Gods 
Charch, which agreeth the zter- 
nall preſcience of God, with 
the temporall co-operation of 
man; that it leaves the firſt in« 
fallible, and yet proveth the 
temporall action, appetite and 
delight, or conſent to any thing 
to be voluntary, free, and in 
the power of man, to be ctle- 


Cted 


(92) 
ced or omittcd, rewarded and 
puniſhed. 


Of the uſe and Veneratiou 
of Pictures and 


Images. 


Upon this 13 waged a perpe- | 


tuall warre ; Hic illius arma, hic 
currus fuit. The Reformiſts ge= 
nerally take it for Idolatry, and 
what eycr 1s ſpoken againſt I- 
dolatry in Scripture, they preſte 
and urge upon the uſe of Pi- 
Ctures. But before they tax our 
Mother with fo odious a crime : 
they might plcafe to conſider 
the nature of the objection, 
and how farre the extent of 1t 
19: and wikhall, they might 
conſult the optnion cf ancient 
devout 


( 93 ) 
devout Fathers (who would ra- 


ther have Joſt a thouland lives, 
then have committed Idolatry) 
rouching 1t; and withall, they 
might have confidered the uſe 
of them, before they thould be 
frighted IVR their Mothers bo. 
ſome(a place of protection )ins 
ro wandrings and errors, where 
are Jayd the fnares of the ence 
my. Church ſtory informes us, 
That the ancient Chriſtians 
would fall downe before the 
Statues of the Emperors, which 
was then the manner and po- 
ſfture uſed to doe reverence ; as 
{omerime ro be bare before the 
Cloath of State, doth fignific 
the like; though they would 
rather dyc, then ſalute ſorhe 

* Images 


( 94) 
Imiges of the falſe gods. But 
for = like vert to be fors 
bid to be uſed to the Pictures 
of Saints, or of our bleſſed Sax 
yiour, none can ſhew a prohibi- 
tion ; for thoſe outward ſignes 
of honour ſignified by geſture, 
Grotius. gre indeed common towards 
God, Angcls,and Men ; no per» 
ticular one being {et a part, or 
commanded to be peculiarly 
uſcd, to fignifie onely Divine 
Worlhip : "when we frame a 
thought of that good Shep- 


a in our minds,if we would 


deliver it in writing, why might 
we not write 1t in Hyreogli- 
phaes, as well as Letters, which 
are not fo ancient, no other 
thing is 1o worthy, as the mind 

of 
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of Man ? but if the Image of 
our Saviour Crucified be there 
drawne and viewed by the un- 
derftandins ; why may not our 
corporall Eye, behold it drawa 
on Paper, or other maternall, 
fince they doe but fcrve to ree 
call and revive thoſe former 
Ideas in the mind, which other 
objects might difra&, or ſcale 
away? And by ſcverall Perſons 
the ſeveral] Aceh of God 
may be {ignified ; as a King for 
Royalty,&c. Sf. Anonſtix ſaith, 
in the Viſitation of the ficke, 
There 3s added upon the Creſſe the 
Image of a Man; humbly imbrace 
this, and weekely wenerate it, 
T he honour dene to tac Image, 
is cefcr'd to whole image It is, 


{aith 


("9 7 
ſaith Bafil and Chriſoftowe.. 1 
know theſe things are propoſed 
:n Vain, to thole who will ad.. 
mit of no other Tribanall, then 
their own breaſts, who exerciſe 
an Arbitrary and Tyrannicall. 

ower over the Conſctences of 
their followers, whom an ima- 
ginary expoſition of ſome dark 
prophefic of Anti-Chriſt doth 
unhinge their minds and judges: 
ments, from off, what they 
ought to rurn on, which 18 obe- | 
dience to the Church, whole {a- 
cred Anthority ought to binde 
in the luxariant and forward 
imaginations of mens owne 
braines : But Ihave onely in- 
ſtanced in thelc few perticulars, 
without uling any 1llaqueation 


of 
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of Arguments, or finnefſe of 
diſcourſe. Thus are all the 
Churches DoGrines, Pradtiſes, 
and Ceremonies, advancements 
and meanecs to Salvation and 
Picty, the eſtabliſhment of its 
regiment on Earth, of Pope, 
Patriarchs, Arch-Biſhops, Bi- 
ſhops, Prieſts, Deacons, ſubs 
Deacons, Exorciſts, LeGors : 
where the miſtery of our Re- 
demption 1s fo cſteemed, and 
cemembred, that no Holy day, 
no part of Divine Service 1s ce- 
lebrated, but repreſents to us 
one benefit or another : no Cc 
remony 1n the holy Sacrifice, no 
aftion of the Prieſt, no Orna « 
ment or Attire he weareth, no 
Benediction he gives, no Signe 


Rick- 


hs 
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I the Croſſe he makes, but 


hath its religious fignification, 
' and Preacheth to us, and ſpeaks 
nothing but Chriſt Crucihed : 

therefore, though the great 
worke of our redemption may 
be thought not to be hindred, 

by oppoſing things of an inſe- 
riour nature ; yet it 1s no ſmall 
matter, the oppoſiag the Au- 
thority of the Church, tending 
to the diffolving that power, by 
which the greateſt things arc 
maintained. Common-wealths 


puniſh with dcath a ſmall 


 Kealth ; becauſe its an offence 


againſt the nature of Governe 
ment. Heretofore men proved 
Do&rines to be true, from the 
anthority of holy Church ; and 
Now 


T 3 Jrr_—_ 
how they would annul] her a= 
thority from her Tenents ; and 
; | from her Articles, would throw 
durt in her Face, as if ſhe had 
loſt her being, for being the 
faichfull Keeper of what was 
committed to her, and bad for- 
feited her breaſts, the Scriptures, 
for feeding us wi ;ch their milke, 


CAP, II. 

The ſalling 4Wsy from the Chnreh 
(nnder the Notron of Reforma. 
ron) the cauſe of tronbles of | 
State ; dnd from the ſame [- 
grounds, they build their opinions | 
on, ariſes the grounds of the lis 
flurbance of Governments. 


"He Charch being Divinely 
Founded, as it hath ſutvi- 
H 23 ved 


To 

ved all the malices and practi- 
ſes of" the greateſt Tyrants, its 
cnemies-; ſo have thoſe, who 
breaking of that REedleſiaſticall 
league! which kept them 1n the 
limirs-of the praftice, and be- 
leet of the ſame'things, mift 
of "that inlargement and laſts 
ingneſle. of commands, which 
- they expected, by altering the 
ſight and mark, they took their 
ayme by ; p they have ſtraide the 
moſt, trom what they chiefly 
cook their ayme at: whilſt they 
ſought a perticular proſperity, 
ſepera ted from the peace of the 
Church ; againſt which, the mue 
ſterd, forces of mens malice, 
and Hells fury, became ever 
weake. and impotent. 
' The 
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The blood of the firſt Biſhops 
of Rome, was: the fruittull com- 
poſt-of the Church ; their Aſhes 
were Generative : all the -fu- 
rious conflagrations, tackings, 
and {poylings of the City of 
Rome by the Gorbs, Huns, Viſe- 
goths, Halaricas, were like {tor- 


my winds, whoſe Golbawidind 


was onely to dye and-expire ; 
while Rome triumphed OVer 
ther {poyles, in the continu. 
ance' of that never: tayling 
Church : ] will not naine Atrils, | 
nor -Lawprandus ; the 'one reti- 
ring irom Rowe by Saint Leos 
means : the other by Þc pe./ "a 
charics, ſtrangely and niiracu- 
louſly. Thoſe barbarous Sara: 
cexns, Whole rage yas glutted 


H 3 with 
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with the conqueſt of the Ea- 
ſtern Emperor, the glory of 
whoſe armcs and conqueſt of 
Candy increaſed 3 who made 
Africa teele the efic&s of the 
advancement of their Armies, 
and ſtrucke terror into a great 
part of 'Enrope and Aſza 3; who 
deflowred faire Itely, and (ct. 
fire ro the Suburbs of Rowe. 
And yet againft Gregory the 
fourth, the Seca of their ineur- 
tons, found its bounds, that its 
waves ſhould goe no further. 
The Duke of Burboa (faith 
Fox died cenſured, being flain 
in the aflault of Rome, whole 
Faich hath till prevailed, in 
ſpight of Germs Scilmes, or 
the powerfull oppolitions of | 

| Dalmatia, 


( Io3 } 
Dalmatia, Slawonis, Bulgaria ; ot 
the entertainement of Luthers 
diſtotuteneſſe in Donia, Suewia ; 
or Celvizs {ubtilities in Zelan- 
die, Fraucis, Genevab, and all 
other blindneſſes and powers 
of the reſt of the world. Fu 
liax dyed with a, Vicifhi Galiles, 
thou haft overcome © Galilean, 
meaning our Saviour, The Ar- 
ries Emperors oppoſed, and 
were confounded. The TJaco- 
bipes, Armenians, and Greciens, 
are under the Tyranny of the 
Turkiſp Empire, whilſt they de- 
ny obedience to the Church of 
Rome. How many Pagans Em- 
perors before Conflantine oppo- 
{ed it, and almoit all dyed a1- 
ſerably. Foure hundred Heree 

| H 4 t1ques 
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znul tiques before Luther, whoſc mas 
cules. ice was all daſht into froath 
upon this Rocke ? How many 
of the Kings of Scotland, Eng- 
land, Portugal, France. Empe- 
rors have been miſerable, depo- 
ſed, flaine, who have conten- 
'4 ded with this Sea in its juriſ- 
| £-4elbdichion, Like fucceſje had thoſe 
| " Sexor Kings, who oppoled the 
Faith of that Sca : ſome where- 
of ſubmitted, and became rce« 
ligious men ; and thoſe that 
were Apoſtates, miſerably put 
to death. The Britiſh Kings, 
diſobeyed Rowe in the oblerva- 
| tion of Exfter, and manner of 
ſhaving of the Crownes of 
Prieſts : a leaven thouſand. of 
their Munks, who defended 
this 


( Ios ) 

this oppoſition, were wrapt up 
in the {ad cataſtophre of being 
flaine by the Pagans (word ; 
their yea maſtred, and 
awed by their hired ſouldicrs; ; 
and of Kings over them, were 
made ſubjects to them. Upon 
the ſtape of every Kingdome, 
theſe parts have bcen aGced, 
and "48k concluded in dinaball 
Tragedies ; from wholc every 
parcell-and paſſage in our con«. 
querors life, Edwards, Hearies,. 
Richards, the obſervation of 
men might ſtore rhemſelves 
with moſt ſtupendous exam- 
ples of their ſufferings, in, and 
trom their conteſts with the 
Roman Sea ; the revolt, defe- 
Ction, and falling away from: 

which 


| = los) 
Wen I ſhall ſhew to be preg- 
nant wich the unheard of mu- 
' tations, diſtractions, wars, and 
cumults, which threatens ſuch 
fatall trepidations and concufſi- 
ons in the bowels of all mo- 
derne States : .and as cfics 
which arc included in their caue 
ſes, ſoall thelic evills to be ſhur 
up and yertually contained, in 
the princips1], upon which their 
departure from Rome is made : 
propofitions, which ſeemingly 
blaufible, yet the higher they 
get intocitecme and repurtati- 
on, ſo much the more powerfnl- 
ly, doe they ſhowre downe vu 
on their followers ,deſolation & 
deſtruction : one may behold 
them at firft like little Aery, 
ſoft 
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ſofe and tender firings exhaled 
and aſcending, drawn with the 
more powerful aſpect of the Son: 

yet, with you thall cre long,find 
. deſccnding upon you in hard, 

conden(led, thunder one, with 
wild flaming expanſions, break- 
ing forth of the wombe of that 
cloude that bred it ; or like the 
wooddcn horſe, peaceably at 
ficſt ler in, yet frei ghr filling 
the Towne with bands of Ar- 
med men. A way certainely (as 
Selamon faith) which ſeeming 
right in a Mans owne eyes ; yet the 
exd thereof #4 dearb. I will firſt 
take a view of ſome of their 
perticular opinions, and ſec 
what a dangerous influence 


they have upon Governments: 
Calvin 


( 10$ ) 

Calvin teaches, That the I,ames 
of the Viagiſtrare doe - nor binde 
the Con ſoience. Lwther Preaches, 
That it w the nature of f the Goſpel 
to reyſe wars and ſeditions among 
Chriſtians, &c- that there is uo 
hope of remedy, 11! all humane 
Laws be taken away : aud (then 
that which 1s the Foundation: 
and ground of all, Reformati- 
on {o called) that all things are 
fo be ſetled, ordered, changed, AC- 
cording fo their ring or difa-" 
greeing with Scripture, the inter- 
pretation wher cof gra $Þ.. be the 
perticular jxdpenrents of private 
Men. T his rule is equally firong- 
for all {ides;too ftifte torecant;' 
or:yeeld to others judorements: 


and this ſame rule. mnt patro- 
nL1ze 
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hize as many opinions '& ſe&s,as 
the yarious fancies: of - men bu- 
ſicd in Scripture can invent or. 
ſuggeſt : thus naturally flowes 
from this rule of Reformation, 
not onely diverſity of opini- 
ons, various judgements, and 
oppoſite Doctrines ; but ftrong 
and numerous partes, that cry 
vp ſuch a man for their Apoe 
ſitle, or umbrace ſuch an opinion 
for thee Faith : ſeverall bodies 
of confiderable ſtrength, whoſe 
obligations are the defence of 
ſuch opinionz. New and ſeve- 
raſl intercits, ' whereby every 
one ſtudics their owne prefers 
vations and upholdings, though 
never fo contrary to cach other, 
or deſtructive tothe: Govern- 

| menC 
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encat where they live : ſo that 
choſe who in a contemplative 
way, and abſtracted confidera+ 
on did but lately talke of the 
purity of ' the Goſpel, of light 
and truth; finde themielves by 
and by, plunged in all practi» 
ſes, turbulent, ſeditious, un- 
zuft, opprefiive : A wrong prin- 
ciple in the underſtanding,doth 
not onely multiply notionall 
abſurdities, but begets and pro- 
duces fſinifter a(tons : theſe 
numbers of men, of ſevcrall per- 
{waſions and Dodrincs, comes 
to be variouſly planted and 
ipread, mn ſeveral] Countrics 
and Governments ; whether 
brought in by way of Traffick, 
negotiating one with another, 

of 
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or that ſuch men being bani- 
ſhed their own Countrics, they 
ſow their ill feed in others Pro, 
vinces ; or whether the errors 
be native, and ſprung up there ; 
or that, as infection, they catch 
and ſpred, by way of cxample 
and imitation ; yet thus the 
world becomes to be blended, 
and the ſubjects in all ſorts of 
Governments, get a new Pri- 
wm mobile to their Allegiance 
aud duty; and inſtead of in- 
tending the good of the com- 
munity where they live, they 
are buſied 1n the advancing of 
that body, which for —_—_— 
ty, and hoſding the ſame Te- 
nents with them, they become 
concerned in : ſo that if in one 

POYCINo 
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Government; a ſort of them be 

oppreſt for their ſedirious pra- 
ics; preſently in all others, 
thoſe of the ſame opinion are 
alarumed : ſo that Governors 
ſtretoht finde their Laws ſilent, 
diſtractions multiplying ; and 
none ſecured of their owne 
{ubjzets, who doe either pros 
fuſcly throw away on their 
confederates, that treaſure and 
mony (which ſhould be the 
ſupport of their own Country ) 
or if thoſe opinions have taken 
hold of active and peneroys 
{pirits, which endeyour ftill to 
make others of the {ame opi- 
nion with them, preſently they 
expect Forraine ayde and help, 
to change their proper policies | 
| and 
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and Governors. Then through 
the innate reverence that all 
people beare to the opinion of 
Divinity ; belceving that the 
ſpirit moves upon the Face of 
their Preachers watry di{cour- 
ſes, they become powerfull, like 
the winds, to make the people 
as the Sea, ſwel] and become 
unpeaceable, whilft each ban- 
dics againſt other, and all a» 
gainſt the State : thus are all 
the veins of Chrifttendome fil'd 
with theſe unwholeſome and 
noxious humors, whilſt Ambt- 
tto3n and Hereſje often ſhake 
hands together; for Ambition 
feeks but under any pretence 
to procure the affeHions and 


{ervices of men, and to apply 
j them 
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them to their owne uſes : and. 
now ſo great. bodies of men, 
wanting but countenance, and 
oreat pcrſons to be their head, 
and encourage them ; theſe rwo 
ſeek their mutuall Fra in this 
conjunction : no diſeontented 
or ambitious great one, bur 
hath a prepared way to awe, or 
be: revenged on kis Prince, or 
State : and Kings, and "ITY 
nors themſelves, are at laſt for- 
ced to hang their Crownes and 
Diadems -upon the mainte- 
nance and upholding on one 
party or other, who qr 
ſtrong or wenke; as that par 
ebbes or flowecs; all the _ 
efteeming themſe]ves but pere 
fecuted by their pewer, and 
_. would 


would at laft prove like the - 
Ivy, which firſt diſſolves the 
Wall, and then ſcems to up» 
hold it. Thus did Reformation, 
(fo called) Feba like, drive its 
war-like Chariots through Ger» 
many ; Mars ſo long a time, 
ſeeming to have ſet up his Ran< 
dard there ; whilſt repleniſhed 
with -theſc uuwholclome bu: 
mors, the German Diets became 
not ſo wholeſome, as before : 
and no leffe ſuddainely hath 
thoſe ſparkes taken hold, and 
flowne ovcr the Frexch Stables, 
whilſt Gezewah,the Lady of the 
Lake, challenges the Preroga« 
tive of the Apoſtolicall Scatc, 
and- dictates Laws to its Bre= 
thren. From Calvins Inſtitutis 
I 2 ons, 


ons, the Switzers cantonize 
their Religion,as well as Coun- 
try : and not meanly have theſc 
ſ{ceds grown up under the ſhade 
of Orange Tree : The Dane with 
graver-pace, recedes from their 
tormer Ecclefiaſtical] league ; 
and now all breaking up and 
disbanding, the face of Enrope 
which was ſeen one and intire 
in the Sea of Roxre, 15 now by 
theſe numberleſſe Frattions, 
but parceſs and peeces, repre - 
ſcaring ſeveral] Faces, the ſa- 
| cred anchor of Religion being 
ſp 7 moved, all the ſhips of States 


| WiC 
& = and Goverments, come to be 
|. toſt and troubled ; Religion 


KF. Govern- 


F =. being like the Sunne, which 
whilſt it keeps its owne proper 
| and 


: (1473 
and heavenly courſe,pives light 
and influence to all; but when 
the pretence of it {erves earth- 
ly ends, it cauſes a conflagrati: 
on, and 15 a Pbaeton to fer the 
world on fire. 
Tantum Keligio potuis ſuagere 
malorium. 
True Religion muſt be ſuch, 
that 1t carry no diſtruction to 
Common-wealths, though ir 
laſt for ever, as the worſhip of 
Chriſt was. inſtitured to doe. 
There are vices of men, and 
there are vices of times 3 bur 
Uilobedicnce to Governments, 
or Do&rines of difloyalty arc 
deteſted by the Catholique Rev 
I:910n, and the Canons and De- 
crees of the Church, 1 will re- 
L3 c1te 
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cite the words of an Exgliſb 
Jeſuit, This Prieſthood which 
1s now rejected, is the ſame 
which was given to Sr. Peter, 
and the Apoftles ; the ſame 
which St. Augnſtine, and his Aſs 
ſociates had, that converted 
England; the ſame which hath 
been honor'd of all Kings ſinec; 
| the ſame Sacrament, unchange- 
able ; the ſame power of order, 
the {ame juriſdiction : there is' 
not any poynt of civil] -repl« 
ment in that Sacrament, being 
wholly ſpiritual] and ſuperna- | 
turall ; nothing concerning a 
temporal! Common-wealth ; 
no renouncing or deniall of any 
authority in England; no con- 
{piracy to Prince, no authority 

COM » 


' communicated, bnt to offer 9a- 
_ crifice, to Pray, to Preach, mi- 
niſter 'Sacraments. The Greci- 
ans, the Germans, and other 
people, having their Dodrine 
diverſe to the Church of Rome, 
have their {cminaries in the 
ſame City, and their Prieſts 
maintained by the ſame Popes ; 
yet the Princes of thoſe Nati- 
ons, for the greater part being 
Infidels, Turkes, condemne nor 
their Prieſts for Traytors, but 
admit the exerciſe of their 
' Function, as agreeable to the 
Common- wealth : and as it 
were a great abſurdity to iay, 
that the Pope 1n relieving the 
Catholique Students of Pale- 
ſtine, Grecia, Armenia, and ſuch 

I 4 Nations, 
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| Nations, "ſhould ; «6 it in hope 
to be temporall Lords of thoſe 
Countrics, but. onely for love 
to true Religion; fo is it im- 
probable he ſhould have any 
ſuch intent 110 Epnpland, as uns 
probable as the other to be uns 
der his temporal] regiment : 
no Article we deicud, Praycr 
to the Saiats, Prayer for the 
Dead, re{ittution for wrongs 
and myuries ts thoſe that Jive, 
obedience to Governors, the 
validity of their Laws, the force 
of good works ; the number, 
grace and reverence of the Sa- 
craments, pennance, and pu- 
niſhment for fin, both in life 
and after ; teacking duty to 
God, honour to Magiſtrates, 
cquallity 


, / 
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equallity to all, injury and op- 
preſſion to none : the chicfeſt 
poynts of true regiment, can- 
not be offenſive to a well orde« 


red wy” 


CAP. V. 


An Invitation of Wits, to the 
ſtudy of Arts, and to leave op- 
poſing the Church ; with the 
excellency of the fruits of Pie- 
ty, which onely can proceed 
from true Religion. 


T is obſerved by the moſt In+ 
gentous Lord Virulan, That in 
Diwvinity there was nothing to be 


arnded by the wit of Man : axd in 
ſtead 


ATT 
ſtead of finding wantings and de» 
fideratars, complained here of tos 
weuch Inxuruancy of Mens brains ; 
for God bath ſo ſurely founded 
bis Church on *ene ſede, and the 
Dewill hath ſs bufil y tm the night 
ſowne Tares on the other, that 
there 14 no imployiment here for 
the reftleſſe agitation of Mens 
heads. It was truely obſerved 
by another, That Men muſt cis 
#her reſolve their Religion into | 
Reaſon, or Authority : if into 
Reaſon, then they muſt beleeve ns 
wore then they can prove by Rea+ 
fox. If into Authority, It was 
apparant where it ha continued 
this ſixteen hundred yeares ; but 
the meaſure of truth is many times 
the maintaining Mens cauſe ; but 
not 


T Fog FO OO 
or truth the guide of their eauſe: 
they transferre and ſend the beams 
of their wit, to gild the clouds of 
their error. How unhappy are 
the triumphs of thoſe endevours, 
which ftrive to make falſhood 


appeare mere like truth, then 


' truth it ſelfe ? As the Engliſh 


Poct, delcribing truth by Una, 
wh; is ſtill one, and the ſomes 


and falſhood by Dueſſa, which 


| is doubleneſle : ” contin 
Thowgh Una was as faire, as fair c 


might be, ..___ 
Tet falſe Ducſſa, ſeem'd as faire 
as ſhe. 
When the- cdge of wit; is tur- 
ned aſide to maintain'#n error; : 
how are men -uncharitable to 
T cxts of Scripture ? how doe 
they 


(r24) 
they pretend to a Genealogy, 
by chredding all the oppolitie 
ons that ever was 1n any Agc 
againſt che Church, on the line 
of their: Dilcourle ? for their 
ſervice, ſuch and ſuch Ages 
maſt have the plagues of Ep ypt 
brought upon them, groffe 
darknctle. The Fathers muſt 

retend to no more knowledge 
then that which hath now the 
approbation of mens more re- 
fined braincs : and the lately 
found out rules of (Reforma. 
tion ſo called) muſt ovyer-rule 
the witnelſe of Antiquity, the 
Authority of Councels, the 
conſtitutions of the Church. 
When Irexexs, and St. Hicrom, 


&c. doc mapnific the Apoſto- 
-  licall 
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licall Scat, they muſt be held | 
but flaſhes of Rheranke: da- 
ſhes with their Pen ; they make 
aſe of hard nicetices, elaborate 
thinneſte, weake fineſſe, where 
Sillogiſmes muSt ſeem to uphold 
the Church : whereas that which 
1s comprehended wichin the 
rules of realoning, will fly no 
higher then reaſon can carry it. 
Thus doe they ſtrive to place 
in the Clouds that Article of 
1 beleeve the hely Catholique 
Church ; Divine Ki being 
{uch, that they require « Simple 
beleewer, but argue a diſputer 
impious ; becauſe in Divinity 
we reſpect not what 1s {poke, 
but who ſpeaks: How doe the 
holy vertucs of Charity and 

Humility 
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Humility eve place to Ambi- 
tious heats, and contentions, 
and tryalls of wit, where men 
more ſtrive to get the conqueſt 
in words, then to become the 
happy ſabjedts of truth ? Is 
there no new diſcoveries to be 
made in- the intellecuall 
Globe ? nor means to be found 
out with the armes of an 
adive reaſon, to inſarge mans 


dominion over nature 2 Doth 


not the Erhicks invite a further 
diſquiſition touching the Cule 
ture and Georpies of the mind, 
and to finde out Methods of 
attaining vertue, as well 'as 
handſomely to deſcribe it ? 


Doth not the Phytickes up- 


braide you with the few linkes 
that 
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that yet men have been able to 
take up of natures chaine, 
whereas onely three accidental 
diſcoveries of Guns, Printing, 
and the Loadſtone,have alter'd 
the face of Chriltendome, in 
its Wars, Studies, and Expedie 
tions? Are the Arts of reaſo- 
ning themſelves, fo exact and 
fit for theſe ſcrutanies, that 
they need not the help of rea- 
{on it fſelfe ro make them more 
expreſſive and directive : where= 
as Hooker ſaith, There might 
be a way of reaſoning found 
out, wherewith mens yudge- 
ments inured, they would goe 
as farre beyond the greateſt 
Do&or now, as the Learnedeft 


Doctor now doth a Childe : 
but 


But T finde it Writ, That there 

ruſt -be Hereſtes : Therefore 
doubrs, ſ{cruples, and queſtions. 
+ may breed the ſame diftur- 
bance in mens minds, as the 
proſperity of: the wicked did to 
David : as ſoon as he entred into 
the Temple of God, he found ar 
end of them : where now with 
pleature, we ſhall retire from 
chis noyſe without, and walke 
1ato the. Gardens of our Hea- 
venly Spoule ; where we wi.l 
view. the cxcellent Fruits of 
Picty, that he himſelfe hath 
Sowed and Planted there ; and 
which can onely proceed from 
truc Religion. The Antidotes 
of humane Learning, are many 
times the Aery Bladders of 
mcns 
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mens Pride, though the' Me» 
thods of Logicke, objze& to 
men their coptuled blindneſle ; 
the Art of, Rhetoricke; theie 
rudeneſle.; the gravity of the 
Ethicks, their paffionate weak- 
neile : yet are; they pleaſed 
many .times, from them) rather 
coplume themſelves with fome 


Feathers of oftentation, then 


endcvour the - reall adyance- 
ment of their natures, :by-con= 
forming 1t- to duty and. truth. 
Truc Religion ' ſtabliſhes men 
in: their duries, and conſtitutes 


. the vertues of; men from the 


moſt worthy end of their Ma- 
kers.prayſe : vertue being clſc 
but; a gathering together of 
colours; {cen through the glafle 
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of Mens diverſified humors. 
There 18 no vercue, but Re- 
Iigian : Wilc, Valiant, Sober, 
'Juſt, are Names which none 
want, which want not vice cos 
vering diſcretion. 

Without this dire&ive pow: 
er, deſigning all things their 
Offices, Warre is but an angry 
fit, and violence taught to 
underguc a rule. Courts, and 
Tribunals, but injuſtice, wear- 
ng the Gowne, 'and putting 
on the Fornidlivies of | Law : 
all mens ſervices, and moſt 
obſequious performances, are 
but” well order'dd Craft, and 
methodical] (ubtility : the con- 
verfations of Men, bur a Stage, 
where Vizards are worne with 


applaule : 


7 
npplauſc : Chaſtity, the mae 
lignity of the complexion, and 
humility but Phlegme. Reli- 
gion fills mens minds with 
magnanimity, whilſt the judge 
ment 1s incited to cenſure 
worldly things, vaine and tran- 
ſitory, whereby the underſtan- 
ding takes off a true copy of 
the world ; and the cozenages 
of mens ſoules arc prevented, 
all the inconſtancies which the 
Scene of humane affaires re« 
preſents, doc but yeeld a grate- 
full proſpe& to the foule, be- 
holding 1t ſelfe placed oboeve 
the . alcerable nature: of hue 
mane things ; leaving to ad- 
mire what is inferior, to the 
dignity of its owne 1mmortall | 

N 2 naturc, 
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-nature ; finding that of all the 
Nymphs men court, be it hou 
nour, wealth, power, (by a 
molt rrue Metamorphoſis) the 

catch but an armeſ{ull of duſt : 

for the greatnefle of mens 
minds, proceeds from the little 
efteeme they have of all 1{uch 
thiwgs, as are under the power, 
and uncertaine ſtroke of For. 
rtune;{(that 1s, of ' things that 
by che Laws impoſed on them 
haſt ro'change and corruption) 
for alchough mens:minds may 
{cem to be too much buried 
and depreſt, with the contem- 
plation of the diſſolution 'of 
things, and in viewing how 
low all hamane hopes doe lye : 


yet are they thereby true]y rays 
ſed, 


(133) 
ſed, and elevated ; which ex- 
cept mens minds had buried 
them, that 1s, have purſued 
things co their Tombes and 
Aſhes ; they would have buricd 
mens minds, by ſetting a 


greater value and rate on 


things, then their fluid, altering 
nature would bearc. Thus are 
we cal'd on by Religion, from 
thele deluſions from loving the 
world, or the things 1n the 
world : How doth it provide 


for our contents, lifting up the 


loule, not ro any truitlcite 
rocky {ſwellings, but 'to an 
active towring height, tranſ-. 
planting mens 1ſoules, making 
them take root in Heaven, and 
co, flouriſh downward in a con- 
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tant practice of vertue to- 
wards men, till the cold blaſts 
of Death breathe on them 3; 
when as then thoſe Celeſtiall 
Spirits repayre to their Mother 
root, to flouriſh for Eternity ? 
It makes our paſſions the 1n- 
ſtruments of vertue, by giving 
them 1ts directions in their 
motions, hindring their excure 
ſions and fallings our, upon the 
many falſe ſhewes and preten- 
ces of things. How Heroicall 
are the commands of Religion ? 
making men the Champions of 
their nejzohbours Fame, rhe de- 
liverers of the opprefſed, ard 
every where to crect the mo- 
numents of their Chagrity ; 
and this upon their Maſters: 

COM « 
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command, with the contempt 


of the Acty rewards of the. ,.. 


World, but ſer on fire with 
an Heavenly flame, which mens 
breaths neither kindle, nor ex- 
tinguiſh: It makes its followers 
uſc the aydes and comforts of 
this their exile with ſecurity, 
in order to ſublimer purchaſes : 
it makes them ſteddily follow 
through all ſtates and conditi« 
ons, their Mafters detignmen ts, 
deliring onely to live in the 
world in order to his 1ervice 


'thar made it. It will approach 


that breaſt with its Celeſtall 
purities, which erects a Stage 
for yain-glorious thoughts to 


' action ; or ſets up a Shop for 


gaine, through covetcoutneſle ; 


ks or 


Fefuits» 
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or ſhambles, for Envy to aft its 
Malſlacres on ; or a Taverne for 


exccſſe and picaſure. How ma- 
ny devout orders, as 1t were 
the Regiments of the Church, 
that fighe theſe Battles, and 
exerciſe this holy warfarre ? 
and how many have all of them 
afforded, either ſtout Champi- 
ons of the truth againſt Hzre- 
fie ; or have ſtored the Church 
with able and devout Gover- 
nors 3 or who have ayded mens 
devotions, and have kindled 
mens minds with the love of 
God, with their {craphicall de- 
votions? The orders of Gods 
Charch never growcs barren, 
bur are alwayes reeming with 
the excellencics of tranfſcen- 
dent. 
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dent onfts. How many f wy 2, 
and generons ſpirits, by. fre- 
quent making {lacrifice of them- 
ſelves into Forraigne parts, 
makes the hearts of Savages 
Trophyes of Chriſt Criicified, 
and fill the Letterd World 
with the admired productions 
of Wit and Learning ? Here 
the fire of Devotion 1s layd 
upon the true Altar, which 
never goes ont no houre/ in 
the Day or Night, where in 
ſome Church or Convent there 
are nor {ome aCtually in the 
Church,oftcring up their cheer- 
fol Hyms of Prayſe,or mourn- 
fall throbs of Soule-waſhing 
Teares, or their foules dilated 
with the flames of burning 
charity, 
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2 _tharity, poure forth their in- 


cerceſſions. They profeſtly 
eread under feet the brags of | 
worldly glory : they contemne 
the dotage of the world, who 
honour one another in vanity, 
and ſect a price upon that, which 
1s but the Enfigne of their loft 
and falne condition. Here that | 
Hydropick diſicmper of coye- 
touſneſſe is conquerd, by ſende- 
ing a divorce to all propriety : 
Here , by a generous Fliglit on 
the wings of Faſtings and Pray» |: 
er, their ſoules (oarc above the 
ſmoke and ſteames of Fleſh 
and Blood,and breathe in thoſe 
Upper and purer Regions 'of 
Celeftiall converſation, their 
ſpirits with diſdaine, deſcend 
tO 
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co moderate repaſts, all the ifs 
feriour aCtions of their lite are 
but rational! diſtin@ions, no 
interruptions from their Pray. 
ers, they being 1o refined and 
ſablimed up to fſpiriruall ob- 
jets, that their converſation, 
and all the motions and affeQti- 
' ons of their heart, doc but be- 
come one continued Prayer : 
Here they follow that councell 
of leaving all, and following 
him : they view what the build- 
ing of Chriſtianity will coſt ; 
and as the Apoſtle {aith, Reſiſt 
unte blood, proving what the holy 
ant cxerdiable will of God 3s. 
The Church likewiſe inſtructs 
its Children, and brings them 


up in the cxcrciie of an active 
devotion, 
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Acvotion, as well as contem- 
plative, fitred to the imploy» 
ments of all forts of perlons 
and conditions, making it 
ſpeake in every ones proper "and 
naturall Language ; the wiſc- 
dome of Gods ſpirit deſcend- 
ing upon men (as it were) in 
fuch cloven Tongues. Picty 
and poodnefſle is the end of 
the Commandementr, the will 
of Goe being our {anctificati- 
on, which appcares to triumph | 
in the practice and doctrine of | 
the onely true Catholiquie 
Church, of Divine and Infal- 
lible authoriry : co the mani#*- 
ſtation and demonſtration of 
which, its agreeable with the 
Vice ooodneſFe to eſtabliſh 
rhe 


the ſame Cbieh. Is ; the one, 

director and care of our way 

| to Heaven) with effectnall Sa 

| craments, with a ſncceſliye 

| Priceſthoed ; the verity where- 

of might be ſhewed as a light 

" | upon a Hill, by its uniyerſali- 

ty of place and time; Decrees 

of Councels, Writings of Fa- 

thers, and all Antiquity. . Ver- 

tue hath its proper object, and 

all actions, not ſteared by that 
 compaſle of obedience, which 

. | truth it ſelfe hath enzoyned 

_ | vs, though otherwayes planſi- 

ble, are wound up upon the, — 

bottome of error, and turne 

upon the Poles of erromous 

and {c}fiſh Principles : as the 
cleareſt Rivers (which though 
they" 
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BE hhey vdclipht wer dpeofie in held 
oc JA hoc) yet emptying. them- 
F  felvesintoa Scaof crror, there 
loſe. their name ; and the beft 
mettall 1s rung out of tune: 
notwithſtanding all thoſe who 
with hearty and faithfull de- 
fires ſcek to know how to ſerve 
God, with a will rather to loſe 
2 thonſand worlds, then nor 
profeſſe what they ſhould know 
was Gods command. God is at 
the end of {uch mens deſires, as 
he gave them a beginning ; . nd: 
though ſuch be actually in a by 
channel!l and way, yet by thoſe, 
Heavenly inſpirations and ſpi- 
rituall- guſts, they arc Sayling | 
out of | them 2nto the great 
Canal. | 
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